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AIDS  demo  wilts 
Rose  Parade 

A  startling  action  by  a  handful  of  protesters 
decries  “New  Year's  as  usual ” 


By  Gunther  Freehill 

PASADENA,  Calif.  —  The  101st  Tour¬ 
nament  of  Roses  Parade  was  briefly  halted 
Jan.  1  by  a  group  of  activists  demanding  an 
emergency  federal  plan  to  end  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  According  to  parade  officials,  the 
action,  which  took  place  in  front  of  an 
estimated  350  million  people,  marks  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  parade  that  it  has 
been  stopped  by  protesters. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the  start  of  the 
parade,  14  members  of  Stop  AIDS  Now  Or 
Else  (SANOE)  unfurled  banners  reading 
“Emergency!  Stop  the  Parade!  70,000  Dead 
with  AIDS!”  and  ran  into  the  middle  of 


arrested.  “On  the  threshold  of  a  new 
decade,  Americans  can  neither  ignore  the 
terrible  roll  that  AIDS  has  taken,  nor  deny 
the  urgency  of  preventing  more  deaths.  We 
can  make  1990  the  year  that  ends  AIDS.” 

In  addition  to  the  one  million  people  who 
line  the  route,  the  Rose  Parade  reaches  a 
television  audience  of  350  million  viewers 
worldwide.  Television  broadcast  treatment 
of  the  action  varied.  Some  commentators 
focused  on  the  event  and  read  the  banners. 
However,  on  one  network,  host  Bob 
Eubanks  said  on  the  air  that  he  refused  to 
“give  them  the  satisfaction”  of  relaying  the 


Police  drag  protesters  from  parade  site,  Jan.  I,  1990 


Colorado  Boulevard.  Wearing  t-shirts 
emblazoned  with  “Stop  AIDS  Now  or  Else 
—  Rose  Parade,”  the  five  women  and  nine 
men  stopped  a  float  entitled  “First  Symbols 
of  Freedom.”  (The  float  was  sponsored  by  the 
Spirit  of  Freedom  Foundation,  a  group 
organized  to  fund  the  Ronald  Reagan 
Presidential  Library.)  The  demonstrators 
chanted,  chained  themselves  together  and, 
when  confronted  by  police,  sat  in  the  street. 

Parade  volunteers,  police  officers  and 
sheriff’s  deputies  quickly  dragged  the  pro¬ 
testers  from  the  parade  route  as  Marines 
mounted  on  horses  drew  their  swords  and 
broke  ranks  in  order  to  approach  the  disrup¬ 
tion.  The  14  demonstrators  from  Los 
Angeles,  Orange  County,  and  San  Francisco 
were  later  arrested,  charged  with  unlawful 
assembly  and  resisting  arrest  and  released 
after  about  eight  hours. 

“We’ve  been  fighting  ignorance  and 
denial  on  the  AIDS  front  for  most  of  ten 
years  now,”  said  Jeri  Deitrick,  one  of  those 


group’s  message,  while  co-host  Stephanie 
Edwards  gushed  over  the  Marines,  and 
another  network  reportedly  cut  to  a  com¬ 
mercial. 

At  the  demonstration,  SANOE  released  a 
statement  demanding  the  following: 

•  a  national  comprehensive  AIDS  emergen¬ 
cy  program; 

•  accelerated  release  of  promising  drugs  for 
the  treatment  of  AIDS; 

•  federal  legislation  prohibiting  HIV- 
related  discrimination; 

•  and  a  sane  and  compassionate  health  care 
program  to  ensure  access  to  affordable 
quality  health  care  for  all. 

Immediate  reaction  to  the  demonstration 
was  mixed.  Many  in  the  crowd  booed,  and 
later  cheered  the  Marines.  Others  greeted 
the  arrestees  with  thumbs  up  and  applause. 

When  contacted  by  GCN,  Ken  Veronda, 
press  spokesperson  for  the  Tournament  of 
Roses  Parade,  said  “Their  message  is  an  im- 
Continued  on  page  1 0 


An  interview  with  Andy  Rose  and 
Christie  Balka,  the  editors  of  a  new 
Jewish  lesbian/gay  anthology 


Twice  Blessed, 
Doubly  Other 


D.C.  passes  bias-related 
crime  act 

The  Senate  is  set  to  consider  two  hate  crimes  bills 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Gay  and  lesbian  act¬ 
ivists  here  are  gearing  up  for  the  start  of  the 
new  Congress  in  which  the  Senate  will  con¬ 
sider  two  pieces  of  legislation  requiring 
record-keeping  of  hate-motivated  crimes. 

A  broad-based  coalition  is  set  to  push  the 
Federal  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act  to  floor 
action,  where  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  is 
expected  to  filibuster  with  a  four-part  anti¬ 
gay  amendment.  Local  gay  and  lesbian  lead¬ 
ers  are  less  fearful  of  opposition  to  D.C.’s 
new  Bias-related  Crime  Act,  which  was 
unanimously  passed  by  the  city  council  last 
month,  but  they  aren’t  ruling  out  the 
possibility  of  trouble  when  the  law  is  mark¬ 
ed  up  for  the  required  Congressional  ap¬ 
proval  within  60  days. 

Activists  are  resolved  to  see  both  bills 
enacted  after  being  bouyed  by  the  Novemb¬ 
er  convictions  of  two  “skinheads”  for  at¬ 
tempted  murder  of  a  gay  Georgetown 
waiter,  new  outreach  to  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  by  the  National  Organization  of  Vic¬ 
tim  Assistance,  and  an  unprecedented  meet¬ 
ing  in  December  with  the  U.S.  Attorney’s 
Office,  which  prosecutes  crimes  here. 

D.C.'s  new  law 

The  passage  of  the  law  is  “extremely  im¬ 
portant  to  all  of  us  from  the  standpoint  that 
[it]  will  be  collecting  statistics  just  to  see  how 
serious  this  problem  is,”  said  Commissioner 
Deanna  Duby  of  the  D.C.  Commission  for 
Women  and  the  National  Organization  for 
Women.  Duby  worked  with  gay  activists 
from  the  D.C.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Anti- 
Violence  Task  Force  (GLATF)  and  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Activists  Alliance  (GLAA)  to 
draft  the  legislation. 

“It’s  an  exiting  development,”  she  said. 
“I  just  hope  Congress  doesn’t  undo  it.” 

Introduced  by  Councillor  John  Wilson, 
the  legislation  allows  judges  to  sentence 
perpetrators  of  bias-related  offenses  to  one 
and  one-half  times  the  maximum  jail  sent¬ 
ence  and  assess  one  and  one-half  times  the 
highest  fines  allowed  by  law.  Crimes 


covered  are  arson,  assault,  burglary,  injury 
to  property,  kidnapping,  manslaughter, 
murder,  rape,  robbery,  theft,  and  trespass. 

The  law  also  allows  victims  of  hate  crimes 
to  file  civil  suits  for  damages  against  of¬ 
fenders,  regardless  of  criminal  prosecution 
or  conviction,  and  against  parents  of  juve¬ 
nile  perpetrators. 

Finally,  the  law  gives  the  mayor  a  man¬ 
date  to  collect  and  compile  data  on  bias- 
motivated  crimes,  which  are  defined  as  acts 
based  on  prejudice  against  “actual  or  per¬ 
ceived...  race,  color,  national  origin,  sex, 
age,  marital  status,  personal  appearance, 
sexual  orientation,  family  responsibilities, 
physical  handicap,  matriculation,  or  politi¬ 
cal  affiliation.” 

One  key  to  the  bill’s  passage  was  testi¬ 
mony  by  Jewish,  Black  and  Latino  lesbians 
and  gay  men  about  the  “double  jeopardy” 
they  face. 

Christopher  Bates,  co-chair  of  the  Melvin 
Boozer  Leadership  Roundtable,  a  coalition 
of  Black  gay  rights  and  AIDS  groups,  told 
the  council  that  the  law  is  a  necessary  “cata¬ 
lyst”  that  will  help  “victims  garner  the 
courage  to  report  such  attacks.  Because  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  have  been  historically  rebuk¬ 
ed  by  society,  perpetrators. ..feel  that  we  are 
safe  targets.” 

Bates  also  said  that  fear  of  combined 
racial  discrimination  and  anti-gay  bias 
makes  it  less  likely  that  Black  gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  call  the  police.  “We  are  not 
merely  the  victims  of  white  supremacists,” 
he  said,  “but  are  also  the  prey  of  Black 
homophobic  persons  who  stalk  our  commu¬ 
nity.” 

Mindy  Daniels,  a  criminal  lawyer  and 
vice-president  of  GLAA,  noted  that  the  law 
also  protects  heterosexual  citizens  who  are 
perceived  as  being  gay  or  as  being  a  member 
of  some  other  protected  community. 

Stall  in  the  Senate? 

Local  activists  spent  the  holidays  wonder- 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“But  they  were  tasteful  rapes.” 

—  Kim  LeM asters,  former  head  of  CBS 
entertainment,  after  a  panel  of  network  pro¬ 
grammers  noted  that  the  highly-praised 
Lonesome  Dove  had  just  as  much  sex  and 
violence  as  less-worthy  shows,  in  Adweek. 

Pittston  strikers 
considering  contract 

PITTSTON,  W.Va.  —  United  Mine 
Workers  and  Pittston  Co.  announced  Jan.  1 
that  negotiators  had  reached  an  agreement 
on  a  contract,  which  now  awaits  ratification 
by  striking  mine  workers,  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe.  “They  kicked  Pittston’s 
ass,”  said  Gary  Dotterman  of  Boston  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras’  office.  “If  the 
mine  workers  approve  [the  contract],  it  will 
be  a  wonderful  victory  for  the  labor  move¬ 
ment.” 

The  nine  month-old  coal  strike  has  been 
seen  by  some  as  a  key  struggle  for  the  U.S. 
labor  movement  and  has  won  widespread 
support  across  the  country.  Last  Labor 
Day,  Scondras,  who  is  openly  gay,  Jesse 
Jackson  and  United  Mine  Worker  president 
Richard  Trumka  were  among  those  present 
at  a  huge  rally  at  Camp  Solidarity  in  West 
Virginia.  In  Massachusetts,  the  cities  of 
Boston,  Cambridge,  and  Somerville  pulled 
city  funds  out  of  Shawmut  Bank  in  a  move 
that  forced  a  member  of  the  Pittston  Co.’s 
Board  of  Directors  to  resign  from  his  posi¬ 
tion  on  Shawmut’s  Board. 

The  strike  has  been  characterized  by  non¬ 
violent  civil  disobedience  actions,  strikers 
dressed  in  military  camouflage  fatigues,  and 
has  spawned  a  women’s  solidarity  group 
called  The  Daughters  of  Mother  Jones. 

The  two  key  issues  in  the  strike,  according 
to  Dotterman  ,  have  been  job  security  and 
pensions  for  retired  coal  workers.  Informa¬ 
tion  about  the  negotiated  contract  is  cur¬ 
rently  unavailable  because  it  has  not  yet 
been  presented  to  union  members. 
However,  Dottermani,  who  has  heard  the 
details  of  the  proposed  settlement,  told 
GCN  that  “the  settlement  will  set  the  tone  in 
a  positive  way  for  the  labor  movement  in  the 
’90s  in  the  same  way  that  the  PATCO  deci¬ 
sion  in  1981  set  the  tone  in  a  negative  way 
for  the  labor  movement  in  the  ’80s.  And  it’s 
due  to  the  wonderful  support  and  solidarity 
of  individuals  and  groups  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.” 

□  Laura  Briggs 


Women  close  down 
military  center 


Women  close  down  San  Francisco  military  center, 
Dec.  II,  1989 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Sixty  women  pro¬ 
testing  U.S.  support  for  the  “military  death 
squad  ARENA  government”  in  El  Salvador 
shut  down  the  Armed  Forces  Recruiting 
Center  here  Dec.  1 1 .  Half  of  the  protesters 
were  welcomed  inside  the  office  under  the 
pretense  that  they  were  going  to  sing 
Christmas  carols,  while  the  rest 
demonstrated  outside,  chanting  and  plaster¬ 
ing  the  front  windows  with  stickers.  Called 
by  the  Women  Against  U.S.  Military  In¬ 
tervention,  the  action  resulted  in  28  arrests. 

A  statement  from  the  group  said.  “We  are 
here  as  women  and  lesbians  because  we 
understand  the  countless  connections  bet¬ 
ween  the  U.S.  government’s  militarist  men¬ 
tality  and  violence  against  women.  Just  last 
week  a  self-declared  feminist-hater  in 
military  fatigues  massacred  14  women  in 
Canada.  In  this  country,  a  woman  is  raped 
every  three  minutes,  and  women  who  step 
out  of  line  by  being  lesbians  or  otherwise  not 
conforming  to  male  standards  of  femininity 
are  punished  by  harassment  and  physical  at¬ 
tacks.” 

The  women  inside  the  offices  tore  up 
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recruitment  literature,  armed  service  enlist¬ 
ment  applications  and  military  posters, 
replacing  them  with  fluorescent  decals 
depicting  military  atrocities.  According  to  a 
report  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  the 
offices  were  “ankle-deep”  in  shredded 
papers  and  brochures.  All  of  the  women  inside 
the  offices  were  arrested,  given  misde¬ 
meanor  citations,  and  released. 

At  the  end  of  the  demonstration,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  group  said  “We’re 
proud  of  this  action  and  being  here  today 
makes  us  feel  really  powerful.  We  draw  in¬ 
spiration  from  the  courageous  women  of  El 
Salvador,  like  Febe  Velasquez,  the  Mothers 
of  the  Disappeared  and  thousands  more. 
Our  arrests  here  are  a  statement  of  the 
degree  of  our  anger  and  our  commitment  to 
continue  resisting  U.S.  involvement  in  El 
Salvador  and  countries  around  the  world. 
We’ll  be  back.” 

For  more  information  about  Women 
Against  U.S.  Military  Intervention,  call 
(415)  995-4735. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Congress  nails  Koop 
for  withholding 
abortion  study 

WASHINGTON  —  A  long-awaited 
study  indicating  that  abortion  is  a  safer  pro¬ 
cedure  than  having  a  tooth  pulled  was 
withheld  and  effectively  censored  by  the 
Public  Health  Service,  according  to  a  Con¬ 
gressional  report  issued  Dec.  10.  The  report 
criticizes  former  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett 
Koop  for  refusing  to  publish  the  report, 
which  was  expected  in  January  1989,  restric¬ 
ting  research  on  abortion,  and  punishing 
federal  scientists  who  disagreed  with  his 
anti-abortion  position,  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe. 

Statistics  compiled  by  the  Alan  Gutt- 
macher  Institute,  a  family  planning 
organization,  showed  that  over  1.5  million 
abortions  are  performed  in  the  U.S.  each 
year,  and  fewer,  than  10  woman  die  annually 
from  abortion.  The  results  indicate  that 
more  people  die  from  complications  after 
receiving  a  penicillin  shot  or  having  a  tooth 
pulled  than  from  abortion  procedures. 

The  Congressional  report  said  that  Koop 
failed  to  release  the  findings  last  winter 
because  they  contained  overwhelming 
medical  evidence  that  abortion  is  safer  than 
carrying  a  pregnancy  to  term.  The  report 
also  said  that  anti-abortion  politics  deter¬ 
mined  who  could  work  for  federal  agencies, 
citing  Willard  C.  Cates  as  an  example.  Cates 
was  removed  from  his  position  as  chief  of 
the  Reproductive  Health  Division  of  the 
CDC  in  1983  because  the  White  House 
believed  he  was  pro-choice,  according  to  the 
report. 

P  Laura  Briggs 

Radical  Women  to 
meet  on  West  Coast 

SANTA  MONICA,  Calif.  —  Radical 
Women  will  hold  its  23rd  anniversary  con¬ 
ference  here  Feb.  17-20.  The  conference,  en¬ 
titled  “The  Third  Wave  of  Feminism:  A 
Candidly  Revolutionary  Approach,”  will 
“chart  a  course  for  militant  feminist 
organizing”  and  is  expected  to  draw  hun¬ 
dreds  of  feminists,  radicals,  community  ac¬ 
tivists,  and  students  from  across  the  U.S.,  as 
well  as  participants  from  Europe,  Latin 
America  and  Australia. 

Conference  organizers  said  that  some  of 
the  issues  that  will  be  addressed  include 
rekindling  a  multi-racial  leadership  of  the 
feminist  movement,  winning  abortion  rights 
and  sexual  freedom,  stopping  the  rise  of 
neo-facism,  and  waging  war  on  poverty, 
ageism  and  ableism. 

There  will  be  three  keynote  speakers: 
Martha  Cotera,  Chicana  feminist  theoreti¬ 
cian  and  author  of  Diosa  y  Hembra:  The 
History  and  Heritage  of  Chicanas  in  the 
U.S.\  Clara  Fraser,  Jewish  labor  and  civil 
rights  activist  and  socialist  feminist  pioneer; 
and  Merle  Woo,  Asian  American  lesbian 
educator  and  free  speech  fighter. 

The  conference  will  be  held  at  the 
BayView  Plaza,  530  Pico  Blvd.  The  site  is 
wheelchair  accessible  and  childcare  will  be 
provided  with  advance  notification.  For 
more  information,  call  (415)  864-1278  or 
write  the  Radical  Women  National  Office, 
523A  Valencia,  San  Francisco,  Calif., 
94110. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

;ay  community  news 


Federal  funds 
available  for  three 
drugs 

BOSTON  —  Massachusetts  residents  who 
cannot  afford  expensive  treatments  because 
they  are  uninsured  or  have  to  co-pay  with 
their  insurance  company  can  now  receive 
three  drugs  through  a  federally  funded  pro¬ 
gram.  AZT,  Aerosolized  Pentamidine  (AP), 
and  alpha  interferon,  will  be  made 
available  to  applicants  who  meet  income 
eligibility  criteria,  according  to  Greg  Dorian 
of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 
The  HIV  Drug  Reimbursement  Program  is 
funded  through  a  federal  grant  contracted 
to  Fenway  and  administered  by  the  Com¬ 
munity  Research  Initiative  of  New  England 
(CRINE). 

All  three  drugs  are  believed  to  be  useful  in 
treating  AIDS  or  AIDS-related  oppor¬ 
tunistic  infections.  AZT,  a  highly  toxic  anti¬ 
viral  drug,  is  believed  to  slow  the  progress  of 
AIDS,  Aerosolized  Pentamidine  is  used  to 
prevent  or  treat  pneumocystis  pneumonia, 
and  alpha  inerferon  is  prescribed  for  Ka¬ 
posi’s  Sarcoma. 

The  program  is  designed  to  help  people 
who  are  not  eligible  for  Medicaid,  but  can¬ 
not  afford  expensive  treatments.  Any  per¬ 
son  with  AIDS,  ARC,  or  other  HIV-related 
medical  condition  can  apply  for  this  pro¬ 
gram.  According  to  Bill  Coady  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health,  AIDS  office,  there  is  no  require¬ 
ment  that  people  use  AZT  within  the  FDA- 
approved  limits  (see  related  AIDS  Treat¬ 
ment  Note). 

CRINE’s  Jim  Fauntleroy  told  GCN  that 
in  order  to  apply,  a  person  must  submit  a 
referral  from  a  physician,  a  copy  of  a  1988 
tax  return  if  filed,  two  paycheck  stuj)s  if 
employed  (to  prove  income),  and  the  name 
of  the  pharmacy  or  health  clinic  that  will 
provide  the  drugs.  (Pharmacies  and  health 
clinics  will  be  paid  directly  by  CRINE.)  Ap¬ 
plicants  must  also  submit  a  form  describing 
household  size  and  insurance  company,  if 
any. 

Income  eligibility  is  determined  based  on 
income  tax  guidelines:  the  net  income  after 
taxes  and  after  any  allowable  deductions,  in¬ 
cluding  medical  deductions,  according  to 
Jim  Fauntleroy  of  CRINE.  To  be  eligible 
for  a  100  percent  reimbursement,  an  in¬ 
dividual  must  make  less  than  $20,250  per 
year  or  $1,688  per  month  and  cannot  have 
any  dependents  or  a  legal  spouse  living  with 
him  or  her.  For  a  family  of  five,  the  require¬ 
ment  for  partial  reimbursement  is  a  net  in¬ 
come  of  less  than  $29,050  per  year  or  2,421 
per  month. 

Joseph  Montanez,  who  speaks  Spanish, 
Portugese,  and  English,  will  coordinate  the 
program  which  begins  immediately.  Fenway 
is  still  seeking  an  outreach  coordinator. 

There  is  currently  $1 .8  million  available  to 
run  the  program  through  the  end  of  June, 
when  more  funding  is  expected.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  presently  under-enrolled,  so  there  is 
no  waiting  list  and  applicants  should  expect 
forms  to  be  processed  in  about  a  week’s  time. 
For  more  information,  contact  CRINE  at 
(617)  262-0889  or  call  1-800-228-2714. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Groups  seek  access 
to  European  drug 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cal.  —  AIDS  Treat¬ 
ment  News  reports  that  NAC 
(N-acetylcysteine),  a  drug  commonly  used  in 
Europe  to  treat  bronchitis,  may  be  useful  in 
treating  AIDS.  NAC,  which  is  believed  to 
correct  a  serious  biochemical  defect  found 
in  PWAs,  is  currently  available  in  Europe, 
and  buyers’  clubs  are  starting  in  the  U.S. 

People  with  AIDS  have  been  shown  to 
have  a  deficiency  of  a  chemical  called 
glutathione,  which  is  important  to  immune 
system  functioning.  Two  studies  —  one  in 
Germany  and  one  at  Stanford  in  California 
—  suggest  that  NAC  can  raise  glutathione 
levels  to  normal  or  near  normal,  possibly 
within  hours  of  taking  the  drug. 

The  Fight  for  Life  Committee,  an  AIDS 
activist  group  in  North  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  is 
collecting  information  from  24  people  who 
are  using  NAC  to  treat  AIDS.  Half  of  the 
participants  are  taking  the  drug  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Compound  Q.  All  24  report 
positive  results:  everyone  said  their  energy 
level  was  higher,  the  few  who  have  had 
blood  work  done  reported  an  increase  of 
about  75  in  T-cell  counts,  and  two  people 
who  had  wasting  syndrome  reported  gaining 


10  and  12  pounds,  respectively.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  study  experienced  dizziness  or 
headaches  during  the  first  week,  and  the 
dosage  was  reduced. 

The  Fight  for  Life  Committee  is  planning 
a  conference  on  AIDS  treatments  Feb.  2  and 
3.  For  more  information  on  the  NAC  study 
or  the  conference,  contact  Lenny  Kaplan, 
(305)  566-6753.  Also,  the  PWA  Health 
Group  in  New  York  is  forming  a  buyers’  club 
to  obtain  European  NAC.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (212)  532-0280. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Feds  stall  AZT 
distribution 

WASHINGTON  —  Despite  the  results  of 
government  sponsored  drug  trials,  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  has  still 
not  given  approval  for  the  use  of  AZT  by 
people  who  are  HIV  positive  and  asymp¬ 
tomatic  or  by  people  with  ARC.  In  mid- 
August  of  last  year,  the  government  released 
the  results  of  drug  trials  that  indicated  that 
the  drug  may  slow  the  progress  of  AIDS  in 
people  who  fit  into  those  categories.  These 
same  trials  showed  the  highly  toxic  AZT  to 
be  as  effective  at  a  much  lower  dosage  —  500 
milligrams  rather  than  the  1200  milligram 
dose  currently  approved  by  the  FDA. 

Currently,  PWARCs  and  asymptomatic 
PWAs  can  get  AZT  if  they  can  find  a  doctor 
who  will  prescribe  it,  but  may  have  difficulty 
getting  reimbursed  by  insurers  or  Medicaid. 

Burroughs-Wellcome,  the  maker  of  AZT, 
is  asking  the  FDA  to  re-label  the  drug  to 
reflect  the  results  of  these  trials,  according 
to  spokesperson  Kathy  Bartlett.  She  added 
that  the  FDA  is  scheduled  to  take  up  the 
matter  Jan.  29. 

Burroughs-Wellcome  slightly  lowered  the 
price  of  AZT  in  mid-September,  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  bigger  profits  from  wider  use  of  the 
drug.  The  company,  which  also  makes 
Sudafed  and  Actifed,  among  other  over-the- 
counter  drugs,  has  long  been  the  target  ACT 
UP  demonstrations  and  boycotts. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

PWA  to  receive 
federal  pot 

WASHINGTON  —  A  person  with  AIDS 
will  receive  prescription  marijuana  from  the 
federal  government  in  order  to  see  whether 
the  drug  reduces  nausea,  vomiting  and  pain 
associated  with  AIDS  and  some  treatments. 
Government  officials  announced  Dec.  18 
that  a  PWA  from  Texas,  identified  only  as 
Steve,  will  be  able  to  legally  obtain  mari¬ 
juana  through  the  National  Institute  on 
Drug  Abuse,  according  to  the  Boston 
Herald. 

Marijuana  has  long  been  known  to  relieve 
the  nausea  associated  with  chemotherapy  in 
cancer  treatments.  Dr.  Deborah  Cotton, 
clinical  director  for  AIDS  at  the  Beth  Israel 
Hospital  in  Boston,  said  that  the  prescrip¬ 
tion  of  marijuana  to  PWAs  “would  be  a 
relatively  unusual  situation,  and  in  most 
cases,  it  would  be  time  limited.”  Cotton  said 
that  the  use  of  marijuana  was  treating  the 
symptom  and  that  “hopefully,  we  would 
find  a  more  definite  therapy  for  whatever  is 
causing  the  nausea.” 

Larry  Kessler,  executive  director  of 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee,  said  that 
this  kind  of  therapy  should  be  approached 
cautiously  due  to  the  rise  in  the  number  of 
PWAs  who  are  current  or  former  drug 
users.  “My  concern  would  be  for  those  pa¬ 
tients  who  are  in  recovery,”  he  said. 

“No  one  is  suggesting  marijuana  is  a  cure 
for  AIDS  or  that  marijuana  is  an  ap¬ 
propriate  medicine  for  every  AIDS 
patient,”  said  Robert  Randall,  president  of 
the  Alliance  for  Cannabis  Therapeutics. 
“But  marijuana  can  significantly  improve 
the  quality  of  life  available  to  those  AIDS 
patients  who  are  unable  to  eat  and  suffer 
severe  weight  loss.” 

Spokespeople  from  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  initially  said  they  did 
not  know  that  their  agency  had  approved  a 
license  for  the  PWA’s  use  of  marijuana,  but 
officials  at  the  National  Institute  of  Drug 
Abuse  confirmed  the  FDA’s  approval. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Gay  man  ordained  as 
Episcopal  priest 


HOBOKEN,  N.J.  —  In  what  was  announced  by  the  church  as  ‘‘an  unusual  and  probably  unique  sacra¬ 
mental  act  by  ordaining  an  avowed,  non-celibate  gay  man  to  the  Episcopal  priesthood,"  J.  Robert  Williams 
was  ordained  by  Bishop  John  S.  Spong  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Newark  on  Dec.  16.  Williams'  lover  of 
four  years  attended  the  event  and  led  the  congregation  in  a  litany  of  the  saints.  ‘‘Opening  the  church  closet 
is  a  major  part  of  what  the  ministry  is,"  Williams  said.  “Everybody  knows  there  are  a  lot  of  gay  clergy. 
What’s  different  here  is  telling  the  truth  about  it.  ’  ’  A  conservative  group  of  bishops,  the  Episcopal  Synod  of 
America,  denounced  the  ordination  arguing  it  violated  traditional  Christian  standards. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Anti-gay  rally  fizzles 

Minn,  gay  activists  spend  New  Year's  Eve  awaiting  a 
confrontation  that  never  happens 


‘Women-only*  ad  sparks 
complaint  from  gay  man 

“It’s  the  ’ 90s ,  we  don’t  do  things  like  that  anymore” 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  lesbian  and  gay 
community  here  got  the  chilly  end-of-the- 
decade  message  when  an  anonymous  flyer 
announced  plans  for  an  anti-gay  New  Year’s 
Eve  demonstration  outside  one  of  the  city’s 
oldest  and  most  visible  gay  bars.  Although 
50  to  100  gay  men  and  lesbians  showed  up  at 
the  protest  site  outside  the  Gay  90’s  bar,  the 
would-be  show  of  homophobic  solidarity 
never  took  place,  as  none  of  the  protesters 
appeared. 

•“It  was  the  last  great  non-event  of  the 
decade,”  said  Ann  Viitala,  advocacy  coor¬ 
dinator  at  Minneapolis’  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Action  Council. 

“We  were  kind  of  hoping  they’d  show  up 
so  we  could  have  a  good  demo,”  said  Randy 
Kraemer  of  the  Minneapolis  gay  paper 
Equal  Time. 

The  community  became  aware  of  plans 
for  the  demo  when  the  flyer  surfaced  several 
days  before  New  Year’s  Eve.  The  source  of 
the  flyer  was  unknown,  and  it  did  not  in¬ 
clude  any  contact  phone  number  or  address. 
It  said  the  demo  was  being  organized  by  a 
group  called  Citizens  to  Stop  the  Flow, 
which,  according  to  Viitala,  no  one  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  has  ever  heard  of  before. 

The  flyer  linked  the  gay  rights  and  pro¬ 
abortion  agendas,  claiming  that  the  “huge 
homosexual  rights  lobby”  supports  abor¬ 
tion  rights.  (A  reduced  image  of  the  cover  of 
GCFTs  Nov.  19,  1989  issue  appears  on  the 
flyer,  in  which  the  headline  “Abortion  sup¬ 
porters  return  to  D.C.”  is  just  below  the 
GCN  masthead.)  In  what  appears  to  be  a 
reference  to  Operation  Rescue,  the  flyer  an¬ 
nounces:  “Our  efforts  to  rescue  babies  from 
clinics  is  certain,  but  the  clinics  are  only  the 
low  spots  where  the  blood  puddles  form. 
Where  does  the  blood  flow  from?  For  years 
we  have  known  that  homosexuals  stole  our 
children  (as  in  the  case  of  Jacob  Wetterling) 
but  for  what  purpose?”  Viitala  said  Jacob 
Wetterling  is  an  11 -year-old  boy  who  was 
kidnapped  and  has  been  missing  for  several 
months.  She  added  that  the  organization 
Missing  Children  of  Minneapolis  issued  a 
statement  condemning  the  flyer  and  assert¬ 
ing  that  “homosexuals  are  not  the 
problem.” 

The  flyer  claims  that  homosexuals  steal 
children  and  support  abortion  to  “destroy 
the  people  of  God.”  It  further  asserts  that 
“We  have  not  been  firm  enough  in  our  re¬ 
sponse  toward  these  sexual  degenerates  and 
things  are  getting  out  of  hand.”  Would-be 
demonstrators  were  urged  to  attend  the  pro¬ 
test  to  “make  sure  the  90’s  isn’t  gay”  and  to 
“stop  the  rising  tide  of  blood  and  sexual  per¬ 
versity....  In  the  name  of  Jesus  we  can  stop  this 


debauchery  and  scare  most  of  them  back  in¬ 
to  the  closet  where  at  least  they  can’t  sup¬ 
port  death  of  our  children.” 

Viitala  said  gay  and  lesbian  community 
activists  were  initially  unsure  about  how  to 
respond  to  the  flyer.  She  said  that  because 
of  the  “holiday  season”  and  the  short  notice 
involved,  many  community  members  were 
reluctant  to  call  for  a  large  counter-demon¬ 
stration  at  the  Gay  90’s.  She  also  said  there 
was  strong  concern  that  the  anger  of  the 
counter-protesters  and  the  party  at¬ 
mosphere  of  the  bar  —  including  alcohol 
consumption  —  could  lead  to  a  potentially 
violent  situation.  As  a  result  of  these  con¬ 
cerns,  community  members  who  attended  a 
hastily  called  strategy  meeting  decided  not 
to  organize  a  counter-demonstration. 

Emma  Hixson,  the  openly  lesbian  head  of 
the  Minneapolis  Department  of  Civil 
Rights,  agreed  with  Viitala’s  assessment  of 
the  potential  for  violence.  She  said  she 
thought  the  person  who  wrote  the  flyer 
“had  several  screws  loose....  What  kind  of 
fool  is  going  to  organize  a  demo  at  a  gay  bar 
on  New  Year’s  Eve?  The  chances  of  out¬ 
numbering  the  patrons  at  Gay  90’s  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  are  pretty  small.  Frankly,  I  think 
[the  homophobic  demonstrators]  could 
have  gotten  their  butts  kicked.” 

Hixson,  along  with  several  civil  rights  and 
religious  leaders,  issued  public  statements 
condemning  the  plans  for  the  anti-gay  pro¬ 
test.  She  said  she  thought  the  source  of  the 
flyer  was  “some  crank  with  a  computer.” 

Kraemer  said  many  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  believe  the  flyer  was  the  work  of 
“one  or  two  wacko  people.”  Viitala  told 
GCN  that  the  local  anti-abortion  organiza¬ 
tion,  Pro-Life  Ministries,  said  the  photo¬ 
graphs  used  in  the  flyer  were  from  their  pro¬ 
tests,  but  that  they  were  not  responsible  for 
the  (Iyer.  She  added  that  the  organization 
publicly  “discouraged  people  from  atten¬ 
ding  the  demonstration.” 

When  asked  whether  anti-gay  activities  or 
literature  have  been  increasing  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  recently,  both  Viitala  and  Hixson 
said  it  was  not  clear.  Hixson  said  that  al¬ 
though  hate  crimes  and  harassment  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  are  common,  the  city  of 
Minneapolis  has  only  compiled  statistics  on 
hate  crimes  for  the  last  two  years,  so  com¬ 
parisons  over  time  are  difficult. 

Viitala  said  the  political  climate  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  Minneapolis  has  been 
“mixed”  of  late.  She  cited  the  legislative 
successes  of  anti-hate  crimes  laws  but  added 
that  the  Department  of  Health  is  increasing¬ 
ly  pressuring  anonymous  HIV  test  sites  to 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  A  gay  man  has  initiated  a 
complaint  with  the  Boston  Human  Rights 
Commission  against  Crone’s  Harvest,  a  new 
lesbian  retail  store  in  Jamaica  Plain,  for 
advertising  two  events  as  “women-only.” 
“It  really,  frankly,  pissed  me  off,”  said  Bob 
Kavin,  the  man  who  initiated  the  complaint. 
“We  are  too  small  a  community  to  be 
divisive.” 

The  ad,  which  ran  exclusively  in  GCN  for 
2  weeks,  announced  the  opening  of  the  store 
for  Dec.  17  and  specified  that  two  of  the 
seven  opening  events,  a  Karen  Beth  concert 
and  a  potluck  dinner  with  a  showing  of  the 
film  Born  in  Flames ,  were  “women-only.” 
No  formal  complaint  has  been  filed  yet,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Jean  McCray  of  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Commission.  McCray  told 
GCN  that  the  first  step  in  a  complaint  of  this 
nature  is  mediation  before  a  formal  com¬ 
plaint  is  filed. 

According  to  Mary  Stockton,  owner  of 
Crone’s  Harvest,  the  new  store  carries 
women’s  crafts  and  “radical  feminist 
books.”  She  said  that  McCray  contacted 
her  on  Dec.  15  and  asked  her  to  pull  the 
advertisement.  It  was  too  late  to  change  the 
ad  for  that  week,  as  GCN  had  already  gone 
to  press.  The  following  week,  Dec. 
24-Jan.6,  Stockton’s  ad  ran  without  the 
“women-only”  language,  as  the  two 
previously  announced  “women-only” 
events  had  already  happened.  “I  am  reluc¬ 
tant  to  bow  down  to  this  stuff,”  Stockton 
told  GCN,  “but  I  don’t  know  if  I  can  fight  it 
—  I  hope  there  will  be  a  community 
response.” 

When  contacted  by  GCN,  Bob  Kavin  said 
that  he  wanted  to  go  forward  with  the  com¬ 
plaint,  “unless  the  business  is  in  compliance 
with  the  law,  and  they  run  a  similarly  public 
advertisement  to  say  that  they  are  open  to 
everyone.”  According  to  McCray,  under 
both  state  law  and  the  Boston  Human 
Rights  ordinance,  it  is  illegal  to  discriminate 
against  someone  in  public  accommodations 
in  15  protected  categories,  including  sex. 
McCray  said  that  the  law  applies  to  men  as 
well  as  women,  and  that  state  law  specifical¬ 
ly  states  that  advertising  cannot  be 
discriminatory. 

Stockton,  who  describes  herself  as  a 
separatist,  said  that  her  intention  in  holding 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  After  22  years  of  operation, 
the  1270  Club  closed  its  doors  on  New 
Year’s  Day.  Co-owner  David  Salny  told 
GCN  that  the  club  closed  for  financial 
reasons,  but  that  there  are  plans  to  reopen  at 
the  end  of  March  with  a  new  name  and  a 
new  format.  However,  some  women  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  club  believe  that  the  real 
reason  that  the  1270  closed  was  to  eliminate 
women  as  employees  and  as  customers. 

The  closing  of  the  1270  was  announced 
only  by  word  of  mouth  and  rumor.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Fiona  Sinclair,  a  bartender  at  the  club 
for  five  years  and  head  of  security,  the  clos¬ 
ing  was  never  even  announced  to  the  em¬ 
ployees.  “We  just  heard  rumors  that  the  bar 
was  closing,”  she  said.  “Joe  McGowan  — 
who  owns  the  club  —  never  told  us  any¬ 
thing.  On  the  last  day,  there  was  a  little  sign 
that  said  that  anyone  who  wanted  to  reapply 
[for  their  jobs]  would  be  considered  on  a 
case-by-case  basis.” 

McGowan  continues  to  shun  publici¬ 
ty  about  the  closing  of  the  bar.  In  fact,  when 
contacted  by  GCN  by  phone  at  the  1270 
Club,  a  man  who  identified  himself  as  Joe 
McGowan,  upon  learning  that  the  call  was 
in  reference  to  the  closing  of  the  bar,  said, 
“What  club?  The  1270?  Never  heard  of  it. 
You  must  have  the  wrong  guy,”  and  hung 
up. 

The  bar  has  long  been  the  target  of  suspi¬ 
cion  of  race  and  sex  discrimination.  Sinclair 
told  GCN  “Joe  McGowan  told  us  to  always 


the  events  was  to  create  more  space  for  les¬ 
bians  to  gather  with  each  other.  “I’m  not  in¬ 
terested  in  pitting  gay  men  and  lesbians 
against  each  other.  There  are  common 
fronts  where  we  can  work  together.  But 
there  are  also  moments  when  we  need  to 
work  together  as  lesbians.  It’s  important 
that  we,  as  lesbians,  spend  part  of  our  time 
with  each  other.  It’s  too  bad  that  a  brother 
doesn’t  get  it.” 

Other  gay  community  institutions,  like 
the  phone  sex  lines  and  bars,  convey  the 
message  of  what  gender  they  are  for  with 
pictures  or  slightly  more  ambiguous 
language  in  their  advertisements.  Indigo,  a 
lesbian  bar,  runs  an  ad  in  that  reads  “a  club 
for  women,”  and  male  phone  sex  ads  pic¬ 
ture  only  men.  Dial-a-Hunk  Male  Box’s  ad 
copy  reads  “the  line  dedicated  to  Americas 
[sic]  hottest  men.”  According  to  McCray, 
state  law  says  that  an  advertisement  cannot 
be  discriminatory  even  in  intent,  but  added, 
“someone  has  to  challenge  something 
before  the  law  can  mean  anything.” 

Kavin  told  GCN  that  he  has  no  intention 
of  opening  that  can  of  worms.  “If  they  had 
said  ‘of  special  interest  to  women’  that 
would’ve  been  fine.  I  wouldn’t  feel  exclud¬ 
ed.  [The  Karen  Beth  concert]  was  the  sort  of 
thing  1  might’ve  been  interested  in.  If  they 
had  said  ‘for  women,’  I  might  not  have 
gone,  or  I  might’ve  called  my  sister  and  said 
‘here’s  something  we  can  do  together.’  ” 

Stockton  said  that  for  her,  bringing 
women  together  was  political.  “To  gather  as 
oppressed  beings  to  address  issues  of  what  it 
is  to  be  a  woman  in  America  —  we  don’t 
need  the  oppressor  in  our  midst.  It’s  not  the 
absence  of  men  that  is  important,  it’s  the 
gathering  together  of  women.” 

Members  of  the  women’s  community 
contacted  by  GCN  expressed  support  of 
Crone’s  Harvest.  Judy  Norris,  staff  coor¬ 
dinator  at  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center, 
said  “It’s  very  important  that  women  and 
other  people  who  feel  the  need  have  their 
own  spaces.  It  seems  so  sad  that  a  gay  man 
—  of  all  people  —  wouldn’t  understand 
this.”  According  to  Norris,  the  Women’s 
Center,  which  runs  support  groups  for 
women,  has  never  been  challenged  on  the 
grounds  of  sex  discrimination. 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


card  women  and  to  double  card  Blacks”  try¬ 
ing  to  gain  entrance  to  the  club  as  custom¬ 
ers.  She  said  that  it  was  her  impression  that 
the  bar  was  closing  in  order  to  reopen  with 
an  exclusively  white  male  clientele,  probably 
as  a  “macho  bar.”  “They  tried  to  push 
women  out,”  she  said. 

Chrjs  Hassel,  who  began  going  to  the  bar 
as  a  customer  last  summer,  told  GCN  that 
she  thought  the  1270  changed  during  the 
fall.  Over  the  summer,  she  said  she  spent  a 
lot  of  time  at  the  club  playing  pool,  mostly 
with  other  women.  Then,  she  said,  the  pool 
tables  were  closed  in  the  fall,  a  move  she 
believed  was  designed  to  make  the  bar  less 
appealing  to  women. 

“Everything  was  going  along  just  fine  un¬ 
til  a  few  months  ago,”  she  said.  “Then  the 
Thursday  night  [male]  strip  show  started, 
then  they  started  moving  the  women’s  shifts 
around,  so  they  weren’t  there  at  prime  time. 
And,  the  women  at  Buddy’s  Snack  Attack 
[the  grill]  left,  or  were  asked  to  leave,  the 
woman  DJ  got  fired  —  the  place  suddenly 
became  really  hostile  to  women.” 

Deb  Dufresne,  the  woman  DJ,  told  GCN 
that  she  was  fired  without  being  given  any 
opportunity  to  change  her  format.  “I  was 
doing  ‘alternative,’  which  is  what  they  hired 
me  to  do,  and  then  they  decided  they  wanted 
to  go  to  a  ‘Top  40’  format.  I  can  do  ‘Top  40’ 
—  that’s  what  I  did  before  1270,”  said 
Dufresne,  “but  they  never  asked  me  to 
change  my  format.”  □ 


Boston  bar  closes  after 
22  years 

While  a  co-owner  of  the  1270  c  tes  financial  reasons, 
members  of  the  women ’s  community  charge  the  club  with 
sexism 
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GCN  Job  Opening 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

GCN  is  hoping  to  shift  to  desktop  publish¬ 
ing  within  the  next  year.  Those  with  desk¬ 
top/computer  skills  or  those  interested  in 
learning  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


The  1270:  if  you  don’t  like  it, 
leave 

An  open  letter  to  the  lesbian  community: 

In  case  anyone  other  than  Joe  McGowen 
hasn’t  noticed,  lesbian  patronage  at  1270 
Boylston  St.  has  been  rapidly  dwindling. 
Enough  is  enough.  It’s  time  for  an  all  out 
bOyCOtt. 

With  the  loss  of  Somewhere  Else  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  women  have  been  hard  pressed  to 
find  some  space  of  our  own  and  consequent¬ 
ly,  many  of  us  have  turned  to  the  1270’s 
promise  of  room  and  welcome  as  an  alter¬ 
native.  Afterall,  the  sign  inside  the  door 
does  read  gay  and  lesbian.  Over  the  summer 
and  even  into  this  winter  we’ve  succeeded  in 
packing  Fenway’s  Payton  Place.  In  fact,  at 
times  the  ratio  of  women  to  men  at  the  1270 
was  nearly  as  balanced  as  the  sign  which  was 
enough  to  make  this  dyke’s  adrenaline 
surge.  Apparently,  the  situation  was 
definitely  too  good  to  be  true.  Therefore, 
Joe  McGowen,  gracious  host  and 
humanitarian,  decides  to  clean  house.  The 
next  thing  we  know,  Thursday  nights  are 
reserved  exclusively  for  the  men  with  a  male 
strip  show.  Then,  like  a  shot,  the  women 
disappear  from  Buddy’s  snack  attack  and 
male  bartenders  and  barbacks  are  craw  ling 
out  of  the  woodwork  not  to  mention  the 
D.J.  booths  which  are  curiously  lacking  in 
lesbian  influence  since  the  unexplainable  let 
go  of  Deb  Dufresne.  Angry?  You  bet  1  am. 
To  top  it  all  off,  as  if  this  internal  restructur¬ 
ing  weren’t  already  blatant  enough,  Joe 
decides  to  close  the  pool  table  on  prime  time 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights. ..until 


Somewhere  Else  opens  I  hear.  Furthermore, 
I  hear  from  a  few  circles  that  the  male  D.  J.’s 
have  been  instructed  not  to  take  requests 
from  lesbians.  It  sounds  absurd,  but  I’m 
truly  not  surprised.  He’s  left  no  stone  un¬ 
turned.  Do  we  get  the  message?  You  tell  me. 
I  want  a  place  where  1  can  be  around  gay 
women  and  dance  and  play  pool  but  I’m 
willing  to  give  that  up,  at  least  until 
somewhere  else  is  available,  and  like  the  sign 
says,  only  new  and  improved. 

But  for  those  of  us  who  feel  that  my  reac¬ 
tion  is  exactly  what  Joe  wants,  I  have  to  dis¬ 
agree.  The  only  thing  that  keeps  the  12 
afloat  is  the  fact  that  they’ve  distinguished 
themselves  as  being  mixed.  Without  the 
women,  what  would  be  the  unique  attrac¬ 
tion?  And  believe  me,  there  is  plenty  of  that. 
If  we  had  a  keg  full  of  bills  for  every  straight 
pass  we’ve  fielded  in  that  place  we  could  buy 
it.  But  Joe’s  the  only  one  profiting  off  of 
that  situation.  All  he  needs  from  a  business 
perspective  is  enough  women  for  the  sake  of 
variety  and  he’s  secured  a  very  peculiar  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  market  which,  needless  to  say  re¬ 
mains  unadulterated  by  competition.  It’s 
difficult  for  me  to  break  the  situation  down 
like  this  because  to  be  honest,  I’ve  become 
somewhat  of  a  regular  at  the  12.  There  is 
much  about  the  bar  that  I  appreciate,  in¬ 
cluding  some  of  its  staff  members,  and 
many  of  the  women  who  frequent  the  place. 
Even  some  of  the  men  were  nice  to  be 
around  and  very  enjoyable  which  is  an  op¬ 
portunity  that  I  value  as  it  is  so  rare.  But 
after  dealing  with  all  of  the  issues  I’ve  raised 
in  this  letter,  not  to  mention  an  incident  last 
Sunday  which  I  was  forced  to  endure,  I  feel 
that  the  1270  is  not  a  place  where  women  are 
welcome. 

Last  Sunday  afternoon  I  was  trying  to 
shoot  a  game  of  pool,  and  was  nearly  knock¬ 
ed  over  by  screams  from  a  video  of  a  woman 
being  raped  which  the  bartender  had  rented. 
And  I  don’t  care  if  “the  whole  movie  wasn’t 
a  rape  scene,”  I  was  nauseous  instantly  and 
it’s  difficult  not  to  feel  like  you’re  the  one 
being  raped,  especially  when  the  bartender 
tells  you  to  get  over  it.  Along  with  four  other 
women  in  the  bar,  I  requested  that  the  tape 
be  turned  off  and  was  told  simply  to  turn  my 
head.  Immediately,  I  demanded  that  the 
bartender  change  the  tape  and  he  promptly 
told  me  that  if  I  didn’t  like  it  I  didn’t  have  to 
look  and  that  I  could  have  been  watching 
9'A  Weeks  (famous  for  its  sexual  violence 
against  women).  So  he’s  telling  me  I’m 
lucky  he  didn’t  force  something  worse  down 
my  throat.  This  is  the  way  the  1270  treats  its 
women  patrons.  I  couldn’t  take  it  anymore. 
1  put  my  coat  on  and  left.  It’s  always  the 
same  at  the  1270.  If  you  don’t  like  it,  leave. 

Since  this  is  an  open  letter  to  the  lesbian 
community,  I’d  like  to  invite  any  other 
women  who  have  felt  violated,  insulted,  hu¬ 
miliated,  discriminated  against,  harassed  or 
poorly  treated  in  any  other  fashion  at  the 
1270  to  put  it  down  in  writing  and  submit  it 
to  GCN.  To  any  women  who  would  hang 
out  at  the  1270  and  meet  their  friends  and 
lovers  or  who  would  go  to  see  familiar  faces, 
and  even  to  those  women  who  would  go  to 
shoot  pool  I  ask  that  you  make  a  small  sacri¬ 
fice  and  refuse  to  patronize  an  establish¬ 
ment  that  harbors  negative  attitudes 
towards,  and  blatantly  discriminates  against 
lesbians.  Even  though  it  is  not  easy  to  give 
up  time  spent  with  good  friends,  I  feel  that 
in  the  long  run  it’s  worth  it.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  I  call  on  Joe  McGowen  to  address 
these  issues  publicly  and  to  provide  an  ex¬ 
planation  if  not  a  change  in  policy.  The  re¬ 
spect  that  this  women’s  community  has 
earned  and  deserved  has  yet  to  be  seen  at  the 
1270.  How  dare  he  call  it  “Boston’s  only  gay 
and  lesbian  bar?”  Until  we  are  treated  fair¬ 
ly,  the  word  “lesbian”  has  no  place  on  that 
sign. 

Sincerely, 
Christine  Hassell 
Waltham,  Mass. 

Difference  between  caressing 
and  molesting 

Dear  GCN: 

1  would  like  to  register  a  little  protest  in 
your  column  pertaining  to  a  show  on  TV 
called  ‘Mr.  Belvidere’.  It  depicts  a  young 
boy  at  a  camp  with  one  of  his  counselors. 
After  going  swimming  and  while  drying  off 
the  counselor  puts  his  hands  on  the  boy’s 
shoulders  to  see  if  he  is  dry  and  the  script¬ 
writers  have  the  boy  getting  jittery  and  going 
elsewhere.  Then  they  make  him  tell  his 
friend  not  to  go  for  a  ride  home  with  the 
counselor  because  he  might  put  his  hands  on 
him  and  maybe  do  something  else. 

Afterward  the  counselor  is  busted  for 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


touching  the  boy  on  his  shoulders  and  arms. 
I  think  this  is  a  CROCK!  I  come  from  a  very 
loving  and  touching  family  and  the  script¬ 
writers  of  this  show  are  a  little  homophobic 
and  can’t  see  the  difference  between  being 
molested  and  just  being  touched  or  caress¬ 
ed.  This  is  also  why  so  many  tenderhearted, 
loving  and  well-meaning  men  are  in¬ 
carcerated  in  prisons  and  jails  today  all  over 
the  country! 

Keep  up  the  good  work  you  are  doing  for 
all  of  us  prisoners! 

James  Savage 

_  Box  B  —  048436 

Anamosa,  IA  52205 

Posters  commemorating 
Stonewall 


Dear  GCN: 

I  am  trying  to  organize  an  exhibition  of 
international  posters  published  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  20th  anniversary  of  Stonewall 
last  June  (1989)  to  be  held  in  Juneof  1990 at 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center  in 
New  York.  If  any  Boston  area  organizations 
published  such  material  and  you  can  donate 
a  poster  for  the  exhibit,  please  send  it  to: 
John  Copoulos,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Commu¬ 
nity  Center,  208  West  13th  Street,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


Sincerely, 
Gregory  Maguire 
Boston,  Mass. 


Closets  are  for  . .  .  families? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  haven't  written  to  GCN  before,  but  this 
quote  warrants  it!  Moments  ago  I  was 
speaking  with  a  friend  of  mine  with  whom  1 
have  not  spoken  in  almost  two  years.  We 
met  while  attending  the  Univergity.pf  New 
Hampshire,  and  although  we  were  close, 
when  she  transferred  we  lost  touch.  I  Whs 
her  first  exposure  to  the  gay  community  and 
you  can  see  by  the  following  quote,  she  is 
only  progressing  slowly  in  her  understand¬ 
ing  of  gay  culture. 

She  was  wondering  why  I  hadn’t  spent 
Christmas  with  my  friend.  1  said,  “He’s 
closeted  with  his  family.”  Her  reply  was, 
“What  do  you  mean?  He  hides  them!?” 

She  was  completely  serious. 

Cheers! 


Scott  A.  Fitzmaurice 
Buzzards  Bay,  Mass. 


Wondering  out  loud 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  reading  John  Zeh’s  article  from  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  “Skinheads  convicted 
in  gay-bashing  case,”  and  got  to  the  part 
where  he  refers  to  the  Hate  Crimes  Statistics 
Act,  pending  in  the  U.S.  Senate,  “which 
would  require  the  acquisition  and  dissemi¬ 
nation  of  data  on  ‘crimes  that  manifest  pre¬ 
judice’  based  on  race,  religion,  sexuality  or 
ethnicity.” 

I  thought  1  would  do  a  little  wondering 
out  loud:  Why  does  hate  crimes  legislation 
never  include  the  category  of  gender?  Is  it  so 
radical  to  know  that  women  are  constantly 
attacked  because  of  their  gender?  I  would 
appreciate  anyone’s  comments  or  thinking 
on  this. 

Yours, 
Ruth  Copeland 
Brooklyn,  NY 

Why? 

Dear  GCN : 

Why  is  it  that  gays  are  discriminated 
against?  Why  is  it  that  some  gays  are 
discriminated  against  by  other  gays?  Why  is 
society  so  conditioned  to  presume  that  being 
normal  (ok)  is  a  certain  way  and  could  never 
be  another  way?  Why  is  it  that  the  rich  and 
middle  class  make  the  laws  for  their  own 
convenience?  (Perhaps  it  is  because  many  of 
us  are  too  blind  and  lazy  to  see  this  subtle 
manipulation  being  done  to  us  with  a  smile 
and  a  pat  on  the  ass.) 

Why  is  it  that  morality  has  been  mocked 
to  the  point  where  the  pain  and  stupidity  has 
turned  us  numb  and  as  a  result  we  are  caught 
up  in  a  state  of  shock  and  don’t  even  realize 
the  pain  that  has  been  inflicted  upon  our 
mentality?  Why  have  we  become  victims  of 
this  process  that  influences  our  thinking  and 
restricts  our  view  of  reality  and  the  fuller  use 
of  our  minds?  Why  do  so  few  of  us  realize 
that  many  of  our  basic  opinions  are  not  our 
own,  but  are  implanted  in  us  by  social  and 
cultural  ‘institutions’  and  attitudes. 

Why  is  it  that  I  can  sit  here  for  20  years 
and  ask  the  question  why  and  be  here  all 


Fighting  for  fair  access:  ddl  and 
parallel  track  alternatives 


By  Derek  Link 

Dideoxyinosine  (ddl)  is  probably  the  most 
well  known  experimental  anti-viral  treat¬ 
ment  for  HIV  currently  in  the  nation’s 
AIDS  drug  research  system.  Although  it  was 
just  recently  “discovered”  by  the  main¬ 
stream  press,  from  its  earliest  days  ddl  has 
been  a  focus  of  concern  for  AIDS-affected 
people.  In  particular,  AIDS  activists  worked 
early  on  to  ensure  that  the  trial  design  in¬ 
cluded  parallel  track  option.  Now  that  the 
trials  are  underway,  however,  many  alarm¬ 
ing  problems  have  surfaced.  The  ddl  pro¬ 
tocols  of  the  academic-based  AIDS  Clinical 
Trial  Group  (ATG)  exclude  many  people 
who  may  need  the  drug.  And  the  parallel 
track  system  itself  is  being  attacked  by 
researchers  around  the  nation.  Consequent¬ 
ly,  ACT  UP/Boston  has  carefully  mon- 
titored  the  progress  of  these  trials  and  is 
developing  a  response. 

The  ddl  trials  have  overly  restrictive  en¬ 
trance  criteria,  and  many  aspects  of  the  trial 
are  potentially  life-threatening  to  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  For  instance,  the  trial  design  takes 
little  account  of  the  realities  of  current  clin¬ 
ical  care  for  HIV  infection.  Within  several 
of  the  trials,  ddl  is  compared  to  AZT. 
However,  the  dose  administered  of  AZT  is 
double  the  currently  accepted  standard 
dose.  It  is  unacceptable  to  people  with  AIDS 
to  be  given  this  potentially  harmful  dose 
level  of  AZT. 

Approximately  half  of  people  with  AIDS 
can  not  tolerate  AZT.  The  toxic  reactions 
they  face  range  from  severe  anemia  to 
nausea  and  vomiting.  Two  of  the  three  ddl 
trials  involve  a  fifty  percent  chance  of 
receiving  AZT.  The  third  trial  is  for  those 
people  who  are  intolerant  to  AZT  —  but  the 
entry  criteria  are  dangerous  to  their  health. 
The  trial  requires  that  a  person  show  her  or 
his  intolerance  to  AZT  by  experiencing  re¬ 
peated  episodes  of  severe  drops  in  blood 
counts.  No  patients  would  willingly  subject 
themselves  to  such  repeated  toxic  reactions. 
Repeated  toxic  reactions  are  extreme,  cruel 
and  unnecessary  to  demonstrate  intolerance 
to  AZT. 

The  ddl  trials  also  ignore  the  many  people 
who  do  not  or  no  longer  include  AZT  in 
their  treatment  strategy.  Studies  have  begun 
to  show  that  people,  if  on  AZT  for  extended 


periods,  become  inured  to  its  antiviral  ef¬ 
fects.  AZT,  while  not  toxic  to  them,  ceases 
to  be  of  clinical  benefit.  Since  the  ddl  trials 
require  that  the  participants  be  randomly 
assigned  to  either  ddl  or  AZT,  many  face 
the  possibility  of  receiving  what  is  for  them 
an  ineffective  treatment.  This  possibility  is 
life-threatening  and  unacceptable  to  people 
with  AIDS.  Additionally,  people  who  have 
chosen  not  to  include  AZT  in  their  medical 
treatment  also  have  no  possibility  of  receiv¬ 
ing  ddl  since  the  trials  require  willingness  to 
be  assigned  to  AZT. 

The  design  limits  participants’  choices  for 
medical  treament  and  exposes  them  to  life- 
threatening  conditions.  These  trials  il¬ 
lustrate  the  lack  of  regard  for  the  health  of 
PWAs  and  their  reason  for  enrolling  in 
trials.  There  is  limited  incentive  indeed  for  a 
person  to  enter  these  trials  when  entering 
them  could  mean  death.  It  should  be  no  sur¬ 
prise  then  that  the  studies  are  under  enrolled 
and  are  experiencing  difficulties.  However, 
the  researchers  on  these  trials  do  not  see  the 
obvious.  Instead  they  have  chosen  to  attack 
the  idea  of  a  parallel  track  option  as  the 
reason  for  the  study’s  under  enrollment. 

People  with  AIDS  and  AIDS  activists 
fought  from  the  beginning  to  ensure  that  the 
ddl  trials  included  a  parallel  track  option. 
As  a  result  of  these  effqrts,  Bristol  Meyers 
(ddl’s  manufacturer)  developed  what  is,  up 
until  now,  the  most  comprehensive  parallel 
track.  This  parallel  track  has  allowed  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  who  are  geographically  too 
far  front  the  study  sites  as  well  as  people  who 
do  not  fit  the  strict  criteria  to  receive  the 
drug.  Although  the  parallel  track  in  these 
trials  is  too  restrictive,  it  has  allowed  many 
people  to  receive  ddl.  Researchers  are  now 
complaining,  however,  that  the  parallel 
track  is  interfering  with  their  ability  to  con¬ 
duct  clinical  trials.  They  are  looking  to  the 
faltering  ddl  protocols  and  blame  its  prob¬ 
lems  on  the  availability  of  the  drug  through 
parallel  track.  In  fact,  ACTG  trials  have  a 
history  of  under-enrollment  long  before 
parallel  track  was  even  conceived. 

Dr.  Jerome  Groopman  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Deaconness  Hospital  in  Boston  has 
joined  the  attack  on  parallel  track.  He  said, 
“People  talked  about  and  tried  to  reassure 


the  academic  community  that,  yes,  the  par¬ 
allel  track  will  not  dismantle  our  ability  to 
do  organized  studies.  But  we  have  to  face 
this  head-on.  There  really  are  conflicting 
issues  here.  If  the  philosophy  is  that  anyone 
can  decide  at  any  point  what  drugs  he  or  she 
wants  to  take,  then  you  will  not  be  able  to  do 
a  clinical  trial.”  (New  York  Times ,  Nov.  21 , 
1989). 

Similarly,  Dr.  Douglas  Richman  of  the 
Universtity  of  California  at  San  Diego  has 
joined  the  offensive  on  parallel  track.  He 
said,  “Parallel  tracking  as  originally  pro¬ 
posed  is  not  what  we’re  getting....  There 
may  be  a  role  for  (parallel  tracking)  under 
very  tightly  controlled  circumstances.”  (In¬ 
terview  in  AIDS  Policy  and  Law ,  Nov.  29, 
1989) 

These  unfounded  attacks  have  effectively 
thwarted  Bristol  Meyers’  plan  to  revise  their 
parallel  tracking  protocol  to  loosen  its  strict 
criteria.  We  can  only  guess  at  how  many 
hundreds  of  people  with  AIDS  needed  ddl 
and  now  will  not  get  it. 

The  researchers’  argument  is  twisted  and 
flawed,  however.  They  fail  to  recognize  the 
obvious:  those  receiving  the  drug  through 
the  parallel  track  are  not  eligible  for  en¬ 
trance  into  the  trials.  Researchers,  like  Dr. 
Jerome  Groopman,  prefer  to  blame  parallel 
track  for  the  flawed  design  of  the  ddl  trials: 
Researchers  do  not  like  parallel  track  be¬ 
cause  it  diminishes  their  ability  to  coerce 
people  into  their  trials. 

ACT  UP/Boston  has  been  following 
these  developments  very  closely,  and  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  fighting  for  trial  design  that  in¬ 
cludes  the  best  interests  of  people  with 
AIDS.  ACT  UP/Boston  will  defend  and  ad¬ 
vance  the  notion  of  parallel  track  alter¬ 
natives  for  all  HIV  drug  trials.  We  bfelihve 
that  the  fight  for  access  to  experimental 
drugs  is  the  most  important  fight  for  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  people  living  with  AIDS  right  now. 
We  are  planning  a  demonstration  for  late 
January  to  stop  the  attacks  on  parallel  track 
and  to  call  publicly  for  humane,  sane 
clinical  trials.  Join  us  in  our  fight. 

Derek  Link  is  a  member  of  ACT  UP/Boston 
and  has  a  particular  interest  in  the  design  of 
A  IDS  clinical  trials. 


alone? 

Why? 

Gianni  Gomes 
D-97767 
PO  Box  29 
Represa,  CA  95671 

Nightmare  at  Jordan  Marsh 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Fred 
Schmidt,  store  manager  of  Jordan  Marsh  in 
downtown  Boston.  —  Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Schmidt: 

During  the  late  afternoon  of  Wednesday, 
November  29,  1989,  Mr.  James  J.  Armistead 
entered  Jordan  Marsh  in  Downtown  Cross¬ 
ing,  Boston,  with  the  intention  of  returning 
a  plate  he  had  received  as  a  gift.  However, 
while  in  the  store,  two  Jordan  Marsh  securi¬ 
ty  guards  grabbed  Mr.  Armistead,  twisted 
his  right  wrist,  and  arrested  him  under  the 
charge  of  stealing  the  plate.  Though  he  of¬ 
fered  no  resistance,  Mr.  Armistead  protest¬ 
ed  the  rough  treatment  and  informed  the 
guards  that  he  was  a  person  with  AIDS  and 
that  his  wrist  was  extremely  sensitive  due  to 
medical  treatment  he  had  received  earlier 
that  day.  Upon  hearing  this,  the  guards  took 
Mr.  Armistead  by  force  to  another  area 
within  the  store,  sprayed  his  knapsack  with 
disinfectant,  and  preceeded  to  search 
through  his  personal  belongings,  including 
medical  records,  appointment  books,  ad¬ 
dress  books,  and  other  literature. 

Mr.  Armistead  was  detained  in  a  glass  or 
plastic  enclosure  and  was  held  against  his 
will  for  approximately  90  minutes  during 
which  time  he  was  verbally  and  physically 
abused  by  the  guards  who  made  threatening 
and  derogatory  remarks  calling  him,  among 
other  things,  a  “faggot”  and  stating  “How 
did  you  get  AIDS  anyway?  What  alley  did 


you  get  it  in?”  They  also  wrote  “FAGS 
DIE”  on  an  AIDS  educational  pamphlet  in 
Mr.  Armistead’s  knapsack,  and  threatened 
to  kill  him  and  stuff  his  body  in  a  dumpster 
“before  he  spreads  AIDS.”  The  guards 
refused  Mr.  Armistead  permission  to  get  an 
AIDS  medication  from  his  knapsack  which 
he  needed  to  take  at  regular  intervals.  At  the 
end  of  approximately  90  minutes,  the  guards 
informed  Mr.  Armistead  that  Jordan  Marsh 
had  decided  to  drop  the  charges  of  shop¬ 
lifting. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  the  security  force 
of  Jordan  Marsh  has  been  charged  with  bru¬ 
tality.  On  May  11,  1987,  Robert  Brophy 
entered  the  store’s  cosmetic  department  and 
proceeded  to  try  on  makeup  from  a  public 
sampler.  Upon  seeing  this,  security  guards 
grabbed  him  and  smashed  his  face  into  a 
door  breaking  his  tooth.  Mr.  Brophy  has 
since  sued  the  store  and  currently  the  case  is 
in  litigation. 

Members  of  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash  Power  (ACT 
UP/Boston)  categorically  charge  the  man¬ 
agement  of  Jordan  Marsh  with  willful  viola¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Armistead’s  civil  rights.  The 
Draconian  measures  taken  by  the  “security 
guards”  expose  Jordan  Marsh’s  utter  con¬ 
tempt  for  individual  liberties  and  human 
dignity.  Hitler  himself  would  have  been  proud 
of  the  actions  of  these  guards,  but  it  must 
be  stated,  in  no  uncertain  terms,  that  ter¬ 
rorist  tactics  have  no  place  in  a  just  society. 

Therefore,  ACT  UP/Boston  demands  the 
following  from  the  management  of  the  Jor¬ 
dan  Marsh  Company: 

1.  immediate  termination  of  all  security 
guards  involved  in  this  incident; 

2.  immediate  and  satisfactory  financial 
compensation  to  Mr.  Armistead; 

3.  immediate  and  public  apology  to  Mr. 
Armistead; 

4.  immediate  and  public  apology  to  the  gay, 


lesbian,  and  AIDS-affected  communities; 

5.  substantial  financial  contribution  to  a 
gay,  lesbian,  or  AIDS-related  organization; 

6.  mandatory  sensitivity  training  on  gay,  les¬ 
bian,  and  AI  DS-related  issues  for  all  Jordan 
Marsh  employees. 

ACT  UP/Boston  is  part  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  network  of  AIDS  activists  who  have 
successfully  challenged  some  of  the  world’s 
largest  and  most  firmly  entrenched  govern¬ 
ment  bureaucracies  and  business  concerns. 
Our  experience  in  working  with  the  media 
has  provided  numerous  opportunities  to  ex¬ 
pose  the  gross  inaction  and  misconduct  in 
the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

ACT  UP/Boston  demands  that  the  Jor¬ 
dan  Marsh  Company  address  each  of  the 
above  six  points  and  respond  by  January  4, 
1990.  Failure  to  do  so  will  result  in  highly 
visible  public  actions. 

For  ACT  UP/Boston, 

Warren  Blumenfeld 
David  Stitt 
William  Murphy 
John  La  Bella 
Vernon  Reed 
Bill  Perry 
Ray  Schmidt 
Robert  Folon 
Stephen  Skuce 
Joseph  Rose 
Theresa  DeCosta 
Harry  Leno 
Bob  Lemieux 
Richard  Rog 
David  Hamburger 
Leonard  Diggins 
Matthew  Macho 
Kenji  Oshima 
Ed  Boyce 
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Opponents  may  challenge 
Mass,  gay  rights  law 

But  anti-gay  repeal  supporters  had  better  hurry,  because 
time  is  running  out 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  After  a  month’s  inaction 
following  a  pro-gay  rights  decision  by  the 
state  attorney  general,  opponents  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  Rights  Law  may  be  fil¬ 
ing  an  injunction  in  order  to  obtain  the  peti¬ 
tions  needed  to  initiate  placing  a  referendum 
on  the  1990  ballot. 

The  lawyer  for  those  backing  the  repeal 
referendum,  Dominick  Aiello,  contacted 
both  Secretary  of  State  Michael  Connolly’s 
office  and  State  Attorney  General  James 
Shannon’s  office  to  indicate  his  intention  to 
file  an  injunction  to  obtain  petitions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Kevin  Cathcart,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD).  (Aiello  did  not  return 
GCN's  calls  by  presstime.) 

Opponents,  who  must  garner  25,000  peti¬ 
tion  signatures  in  order  to  get  a  referendum 
question  on  the  ballot,  were  blocked  from 
doing  so  last  month  when  Shannon  ruled 
that  a  religious  exemption  made  the  referen¬ 
dum  unconstitutional.  Opponents  must 
now  file  an  injunction  against  the  attorney 
general  in  order  to  obtain  petitions.  As  of 
Jan.  4,  however,  spokespeople  at  Shannon’s 
office  said  that  they  have  not  been  served 
papers  notifying  them  of  an  injunction. 

Because  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court’s 
scheduling,  Cathcart  said,  the  only  day  such 
a  case  could  be  heard  is  a  Wednesday,  so  the 
earliest  they  could  obtain  petitions  is  Jan. 
10.  That  date  is  only  20  days  before  they 
must  turn  in  at  least  75  percent  of  the  25,000 


signatures  required  to  place  the  repeal  ques¬ 
tion  on  the  ballot. 

I n  order  to  have  a  referendum  question  on 
the  Gay  Rights  Law  in  1990,  opponents 
must  file  and  win  an  injunction  in  court 
against  Shannon,  and  then  collect  the  neces¬ 
sary  25,000  signatures  of  registered  voters, 
no  more  than  25  percent  of  which  can  be 
from  any  one  Massachusetts  county.  The 
deadline  outside  of  Suffolk  County  (the 
Boston  area),  is  Jan.  30.  In  Boston,  the 
deadline  is  usually  four  days  later,  according 
to  Cathcart.  However,  since  that  day  is  a 
Saturday,  opponents  would  have  either 
three  or  six  extra  days.  Said  Cathcart,  “It’s 
going  to  be  extremely  difficult  for  them  to 
collect  that  many  signatures  —  but  I 
wouldn’t  say  impossible.  If  they  get  their 
petitions,  I’m  praying  for  another  spell  of 
bad  weather,  a  blizzard,  or  another  cold 
snap  —  anything  that  would  keep  people  off 
the  streets  for  that  20  days.” 

Cathcart  told  GCN  that  he  thought  that  if 
repeal-backers  go  through  all  the  right  steps, 
the  court  will  almost  certainly  grant  the  in¬ 
junction  to  release  the  petitions.  After  that, 
however,  opponents  must  go  through  a 
hearing  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  refer¬ 
endum.  Shannon’s  office  will  be  represent¬ 
ed  at  the  hearing,  and  Cathcart  said  GLAD 
will  file  to  intervene  on  behalf  of  eight  or 
nine  senators  and  representatives  who  spon¬ 
sored  and  voted  for  the  bill.  Cathcart  ex¬ 
pects  the  court  to  allow  this  action.  □ 


Latina  lesbians  ousted  by 
retail  store 

A  new  project  at  the  National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights 
will  address  the  needs  of  lesbians  of  color 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCQ  —  Two  Latina  les¬ 
bians  who  were  fired  by  the  retail  company 
Williams-Sonoma  filed  suit  Dec.  15,  charg¬ 
ing  the  company  with  racial  and  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  discrimination.  Maria  Elena  Mes- 
tayer  and  Monica  Jaquez  were  fired  in  De¬ 
cember  of  1988,  the  day  after  they  attended 
the  company’s  annual  holiday  party  as  a 
couple. 

According  to  Maria  Gil  de  Lamadrid, 
staff  attorney  for  the  National  Center  for 
Lesbian  Rights  (NCLR),  Mestayer  had  been 
targeted  as  a  “troublemaker”  by  Williams- 
Sonoma  management  because  she  had  re¬ 
ported  an  illegal  wage  practice.  The  day 
after  reporting  the  practice  to  the  Division 
of  Employment  Standards  Enforcement, 
Mestayer  and  Jaquez,  her  lover,  were  both 
put  on  probation  for  “excessive  tardiness,” 
according  to  Gil  de  Lamadrid.  A  week  later 
Mestayer  was  encouraged  by  her  supervisor 
to  attend  the  company  holiday  party,  which 
she  did,  with  Jaquez.  The  next  day  the  two 
were  fired. 

“Williams-Sonoma  linked  Maria  Elena 
and  Monica  together  for  all  disciplinary  ac¬ 
tions.  They  were  separated  out  as  lesbians 
and  as  a  couple,”  said  Gil  de  Lamadrid. 
“Williams-Sonoma’s  actions  were  shrouded 
with  fabricated  reasons,  but  the  underlying 
motivation  cannot  be  mistaken.  Our  clients’ 
loss  of  employment  was  the  result  of  the 
store’s  bigotry  and  homophobia.” 

Although  Mestayer  and  Jaquez  each  had 
attendance  records  that  included  instances 
of  tardiness,  white  and  heterosexual  em¬ 
ployees  with  similar  attendance  records  did 
not  face  similar  disciplinary  action.  Gil  de 
l  amadrid  said  that  both  women  had  good 
performance  records  and  each  had  been 
promoted  shortly  before  being  fired. 

After  they  were  fired,  Mestayer  and  Ja¬ 
quez  filed  a  complaint  with  the  Fair  Em¬ 
ployment  and  Housing  Commission  of  Cali¬ 
fornia.  When  the  complaint  was  not  resol¬ 
ved  by  the  commission,  the  women  filed 
suit.  According  to  Gil  de  Lamadrid, 
Williams-Sonoma  has  failed  to  respond  to 
or  extend  any  reasonable  offers  to  settle  the 
suit. 

Mestayer  and  Jaquez  were  unavailable  for 
comment  of  the  case.  Williams-Sonoma 
failed  to  return  GCN's  call  by  presstime. 


To  publicize  Mestayer  and  Jaquez’  case, 
NCLR  organized  an  informational  leaflet¬ 
ting  during  the  recent  holiday  shopping 
season.  On  Dec.  23  and  24,  shoppers  at  the 
San  Francisco  Center  Shopping  Mall,  which 
houses  one  of  the  largest  Williams-Sonoma 
outlets,  were  handed  leaflets  explaining  the 
firings  of  the  two  women.  Gil  de  Lamadrid 
said  NCLR  was  not  calling  for  a  boycott  of 
the  store,  but  instead  was  trying  to  let  shop¬ 
pers  know  about  the  homophobic  actions  of 
the  store.  She  said  many  of  the  shoppers 
were  interested  in  the  leaflets,  with  one 
young  woman  stating  that  she  intended  to 
show  it  to  her  lesbian  mother,  a  long-time 
Williams-Sonoma  customer. 

A  new  project  is  formed 

Gil  de  Lamadrid  told  GCN  that  Mestayer 
and  Jaquez’  case  is  one  of  several  taken  up 
by  NCLR  in  its  attempt  to  expand  legal  ser¬ 
vices  for  lesbians  of  color.  In  fact,  Gil  de 
Lamadrid  was  hired  by  NCLR  in  August  to 
head  its  new  Lesbians  of  Color  Project. 

“It’s  quite  clear  that  lesbians  of  color  are 
invisible  in  both  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  within  our  own  racial  groups,” 
said  Gil  de  Lamadrid.  She  said  that  the  Les¬ 
bians  of  Color  Project  is  currently  in  a 
developmental  stage  in  which  the  needs  of 
lesbians  of  color  are  being  assessed.  “We’re 
trying  to  get  input  from  lesbians  of  color 
about  the  needs  that  are  not  being  met  by  ex¬ 
isting  lesbian  and  gay  or  civil  rights 
organizations,”  she  said. 

To  do  so,  an  outreach  campaign  has  be¬ 
gun,  and  a  questionnaire  is  being  prepared 
which  will  be  distributed  to  as  many  lesbians 
of  color  as  possible.  In  addition  to  great  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  the  Project,  Gil  de  Lamadrid 
said  she  has  also  received  positive  feedback 
about  the  way  the  Project  is  establishing  its 
agenda.  “What  1  keep  hearing  from  many 
of  the  women  1  meet  is,  ‘We’re  so  glad 
there’s  a  Project  getting  started  that’s  ask¬ 
ing  us  what  we  need  instead  of  telling  us 
what  it’s  going  to  give  us.’  ” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

To  find  out  more  about  the  Lesbians  of 
Color  Project,  contact  Maria  Gil  de 
Lamadrid  at  NCLR,  1370  Mission  St.,  4th 
Floor,  San  Francisco,  CA;  phone:  (415) 
621-0674. 
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Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 

at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  ■ 
CENTER  ™ 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 

267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


■-  ■ 

ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

_ _ _ l 


S&G 

SANBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING.  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING.  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Mr. 


AFFORDABLE  TYPESETTING 

is  not  a  myth! 


V.,' v 
KV 


Let  GCN  supply  your  typesetting  needs  . . .  you’ll  be 
supporting  a  good  cause,  and  saving  money  at  the 
same  time.  For  information  call  our  offices  at 
(617)426-4469,  or  call  Wayne  at  (617)353-1925. 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Honolulu... 

Miami . 

San  Juan... 
Barbados... 

Aruba . 

St.  Marteen 


...$199  OW 

. $99  OW 

$95.75  OW 
..$133  OW 
..$133  OW 
...$133  OW 


Each  way  based  on  a  round 
trip.  Tax  not  included. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


G8e/l 

J/aJ/est/y 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 


826-3118 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2,  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 


MasterCard  &  VISA 
1  Vi  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 


1*900*999*8500 

(9S(  Id  ■kill 


50<  oath  additional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  hew  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


P— 

■  HEALING  SERVICE 

■  FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 


I 


Tuesday,  January  9 
7:30  p.m. 


For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  families  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  those  who  seek  God’s  healing 
power 


Prayers  /  Music  /  Homily 
Laying  on  of  hands  /  Reception 
Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired 
Free-will  offering 
Harvard  Square  MBTA  stop 
Information:  (617)  864-9275 


OLD  CAMBRIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1151  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE  •  CAMBRIDGE 


■ 

I 

■ 

I 

■ 

I 

■ 


Cosponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  •  (617)  628-7665 


They  shoot  fat  women, 
don’t  they?’ 

When  prime  time  tackles  fat  oppression:  a  special  episode 
of  Designing  Women 


By  Sally  Jordan 

As  faithful  viewers  of  Designing 
Women  have  probably  noticed,  Delta 
Burke,  the  gorgeous  former  beauty 
queen  who  plays  gorgeous  former  beauty 
queen  Suzanne  Sugarbaker,  has  gained 
some  weight.  Gaining  weight  is,  of  course, 
about  the  biggest  sin  a  woman,  especially  a 
beautiful  one  in  the  public  eye,  can  commit, 
and  Burke  has  been  suitably  savaged  by  the 
press  for  her  transgression.  I’m  sure  many 
of  us  have  read  the  check-out  line  headlines 
which  claimed  that  Burke  was  going  to  be 
[.  suspended  from  the  CBS  Monday 
[  night  sitcom  until  she  slimmed 
(down.  On  December  11,  Design¬ 
ing  Women  featured  an  episode  that  was  a 
direct  and  confrontive  response  to  those 
rumors  and  to  the  whole  issue  of  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  a  lovely  woman  gets  fat.  The  good 
news  is  that  the  show  (for  the  uninitiated,  it 
revolves  around  four  women  who  work  to¬ 
gether  as  interior  decorators  in  Atlanta)  took 
on  this  subject  at  all,  and  that,  to  some  ex¬ 
tent,  they  did  a  good  job  with  it.  The  bad 
news  is  that  this  is  still  mainstream  media 
we’re  dealing  with  and  so  the  episode  fre¬ 
quently  stopped  rather  short  of  the  radical 
position  I  was  longing  for  it  to  adopt. 

The  episode’s  title,  “They  Shoot  Fat 
Women,  Don’t  They,”  aroused  immediate 
hope  in  me  that  Designing  Women  was  real¬ 
ly  going  to  take  a  strong  stance  against  fat 
oppression.  The  first  scene,  however,  be¬ 
cause  it  indicated  that  the  secondary  inter¬ 
twined  plot  would  deal  with  world  hunger, 
made  me  somewhat  uncomfortable.  The 
linking  of  someone’s  being  fat  to  millions 
not  having  enough  to  eat  is  bound  to  raise 
the  suggestion,  at  least,  that  fat  comes  from 
too  much  food  —  and  perhaps  the  more 
disturbing  idea  that  the  excesses  of  the  fat 
take  food  from  the  mouths  of  the  starving 


may  find  her  weight  gain  noticeable,  Suz¬ 
anne  is  indignant  (“I  admit  that  I  have  put 
on  a  few  pounds  here  and  there,  but  you  all 
act  like  I  should  be  ordering  fabric  over  at 
Georgia  Tent  and  Awning”)  and  huffs  off. 
At  the  reunion,  though,  Julia  is  proved 
right,  as  people  whisper  behind  Suzanne’s 
back  (“I  can’t  believe  how  big  she’s 
gotten”),  an  old  beau  tactlessly  indicates 
that  she’s  no  longer  in  the  sexual  running 
(“My  wife  was  afraid  to  meet  you  —  a  big 
beauty  queen  and  all  —  but  now  that  she’s 
seen  you,  everything’s  cool”),  and  a  drunk 
asks  her  to  set  lie  a  rude  bet  (“All  we  need  is 
your  bra  size,  then  and  now”).  Seeking  ref¬ 
uge  in  the  ladies  room,  Suzanne  overhears  a 
trio  of  women  making  catty  remarks,  calling 
her  “the  poster  girl  for  Save  the  Whales,” 
saying  that  it’s  “no  wonder  she  came  alone; 
I  bet  she  can’t  get  a  date,”  and  speculating 
that  her  marriages  broke  up  because  the  men 
“probably  weren’t  getting  enough  to  eat.” 

In  the  next  scene,  Julia  goes  to  Suzanne’s 
house  to  comfort  her,  and  both  progressive 
and  not-so-thrilling  things  are  said.  Suzanne 
eloquently  speaks  of  the  hatred  people  seem 
to  have  for  fat  women  (and  she  does  specif¬ 
ically  point  out  that  the  oppression  is  worse 
for  women,  which  I  was  glad  to  see),  noting 
that  when  Elizabeth  Taylor  got  fat,  “it  was 
like  she  no  longer  had  the  right  to  live  in  this 
country.”  She  says  that  food  has  been  her 
“security  blanket”  but  also  that  she  gains 
weight  more  easily  than  many  people,  and 
that  all  her  life  people  have  been  trying  to 
force  her  into  a  thin  mold.  She  also  speaks 
of  how  the  whole  world  is  set  up  to  tell  you 
that  if  you’re  fat,  you  should  be  ashamed, 
and  that  “if  you’re  not  thin,  you’re  not  neat 
—  and  that’s  that.” 

So  far  so  good  —  except  that  Suzanhe 
seems  to  see  fat  as  an  individual  “problem” 


For  Suzanne,  going  to  her  high  school 
reunion  takes  more  than  a  pretty  face. 
It  takes  class. 


DESIGNING 
WOMEN 


s  9:30  PM 
CBS®3,6,7 


A  'TV  Guide’  ad  for  the  special  episode  not  so  obliquely  referred  to  the  controversy  about  Delta 
Burke’s  weight,  begging  the  question:  Is  this  show  just  a  comeback  for  the  character  Suzanne,  or  is  it 
for  Burke  herself? 


(the  show  does  not  put  forth  this  second 
idea,  and  most  likely  didn’t  intend  to  bring  it 
up,  but  it  does  seem  to  linger  troublingly  in 
the  background).  The  primary  plot,  though, 
which  deals  with  Suzanne  attending  her  high 
school  reunion  and  being  insulted  and 
harassed  for  having  gained  weight,  is  by  and 
large  quite  good. 

In  her  first  scene,  Suzanne  comes  in  with 
several  dresses  for  her  sister  Julia  and  friend 
Mary  Jo  to  look  at.  When  they  say  that  the 
clothes  look  a  little  “matronly,”  she  says 
that  “since  1  put  on  a  little  weight,  they 
don’t  have  as  many  cute  things  in  my  size.” 
When  Mary  Jo  suggests  that  Suzanne  try 
one  of  the  specialty  shops  catering  to 
“y’know  —  big  and  beautiful,”  and  Julia 
tries  to  warn  her  that  people  at  the  reunion 


(“No  matter  what  your  problem  —  drugs, 
alcohol,  cancer  —  people  are 
sympathetic. ..unless  you’re  fat”),  rather 
than  seeing  the  problem  as  solely  society’s. 
Julia’s  remarks  to  Suzanne  have  disturbing 
aspects,  too.  She  gives  one  of  her  wonderful 
lectures  about  how  “appearances  don’t 
count  for  diddly,”  which  is  a  nice  sentiment 
but  seems  to  imply  that  there’s  something 
wrong  with  fat  people’s  appearances.  She 
tells  Suzanne  not  to  put  her  looks  in  the  past 
tense,  which  is  great,  but  then  she  says, 
“that  face  speaks  for  itself,  and  it’s  here  to 
stay,”  which  is  too  close  to  “You  have  such 
a  pretty  face”  for  me.  The  irony  of  this 
appearances-and-looks  discussion,  too,  is 


Continued  on  page  10 
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Twice  Blessed, 
Doubly  Other 

The  editors  of  a  new  Jewish  gay/lesbian  anthology  talk 
about  a  growing  openness  to  gay  people  in  liberal  Jewish 
organizations,  the  lesbian  and  gay  synagogue  movement, 
and  grappling  with  AIDS  in  the  Jewish  community 


w 

W  W  ith  its  emphasis  on  rigid  gender  and  family  roles,  traditional  Judaism  has  not  always 
been  hospitable  to  many  of  its  members  —  women,  gay  men  and  lesbians,  people  married  to 
non-Jews  and  others  outside  the  “norm.”  Buffeted  by  the  myriad  forms  of  anti-Semitism 
over  the  centuries  —  the  Holocaust,  pogroms,  and  other  acts  of  mass  violence;  exclusion 
from  particular  occupations,  from  cities  and  towns  (and  even  countries);  stereotype  and 
ridicule  —  many  Jews  have  held  on  tightly  to  the  old  strictures  despite  their  failure  to  address 
many  contemporary  realities. 

Over  the  last  century,  Jews  have  struggled  to  come  to  terms  with  an  ever-changing  world. 
The  Reform  and  Reconstructionist  movements  brought  needed  modifications  of  religious 
observance.  Out  of  the  ’60s  came  new  rituals  that  link  Judaism  with  other  struggles  for  self- 
determination.  Chavurot  (friendship  circles  of  Jews  who  come  together  for  worship,  study 
and  celebration)  now  exist  as  alternatives  to  more  formal  synagogues.  New  organizations, 
such  as  New  Jewish  Agenda,  seek  to  carry  through  on  those  changes  by  giving  Jews  on  the 
Left  —  who  have  traditionally  not  been  part  of  mainstream  Jewish  organizations  —  a  voice 
to  address  the  range  of  domestic  and  international  concerns  often  ignored  by  the 
mainstream  groups,  including  Central  America,  Palestinian  rights,  and  women’s  and 
gay/lesbian  issues. 

Two  leaders  of  the  New  Jewish  Agenda,  Christie  Balkaand  Andy  Rose,  have  edited  Twice 
Blessed:  On  Being  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Jewish  (Beacon  Press,  Boston,  1989),  an  anthology 
which  seeks  a  synthesis  of  traditional  Judaism  and  gay/lesbian  liberation  (see  GCN, 
December  17,  1989).  The  book  addresses  Jewish  history  and  teachings,  family  and  relation¬ 
ship  issues,  and  building  a  larger,  more  inclusive  sense  of  community.  Because  of  space 
restrictions.  Twice  Blessed  concentrates  of  the  experience  of  gay  and  lesbian  Jews  in  the 
U.S.  and  does  not  include  Israel’s  gay  and  lesbian  community,  nor  does  it  address  such 
wider  political  issues  as  Israel  and  the  Palestinians. 

Dreadfully  early  one  morning  in  late  December,  I  talked  by  phone  with  Christie  and  Andy 
about  the  book,  issues  affecting  gay  and  lesbian  Jews,  and  how  lesbian  and  gay  Jews  can 
work  in  the  bigger  political  community.  What  follows  is  an  edited  version  of  our  conversa¬ 
tion. 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

Gordon:  How  did  this  book  come  to  be? 

Christie:  I  see  this  book  as  being  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  the  appearance  in  1982  of  Nice  Jewish 
Girls  and  a  few  years  later  by  The  Tribe  of 
Dina  and  dozens  and  dozens  of  articles  on 
Jewish  identity  and  lesbian  and  gay  libera¬ 
tion  published  in  periodicals  including 
GCN. 

Andy:  There  were  some  articles  written  and 
there  were  some  predecessor  books.  But 
when  it  came  to  collecting  the  material  for 
Twice  Blessed,  most  of  what  we  needed 
hadn’t  been  written  at  all.  It  continued  to 
amaze  us  that  with  all  the  people  we  knew, 
all  the  rich  experience  out  there,  so  much 
had  not  been  written  down  yet.  And  that 
was  one  of  the  impetuses  for  the  book. 

Gordon:  As  a  group,  lesbian  and  gay  Jews 
are  such  activists  —  and  so  many  of  us  are 
involved  in  writing  —  yet  there’s  still  this 
silence. 

Andy:  A  number  of  people  in  the  book  were 
able  to  participate  because  of  coming  to 
terms  w  ith  their  role  in  the  Jewish  communi¬ 
ty  and  making  themselves  visible.  Five  years 
ago,  many  people  wouldn’t  have  felt  able  to 
w  rite  for  the  book  under  their  own  names.  It 
had  to  do  with  feeling  intimidated  and  not 
feeling  like  there  was  breathing  room  in  the 
Jewish  community.  That’s  one  of  the  aims 
of  this  book:  to  expand  the  breathing  room, 
so  that  people  can  come  out  more,  and  peo¬ 


ple  can  have  more  options  about  how  to  lead 
gay  and  Jewish  lives. 

Gordon:  When  1  read  this  book,  I  wasn’t 
sure  whom  you  intended  the  primary  audi¬ 
ence  to  be.  Was  it  a  gay  and  lesbian  au¬ 
dience,  or  what  we  euphemistically  call  a 
“general  audience,”  i.e.  people  beyond  us 
—  generally  straight  white  people? 

Christie:  We  have  two  primary  audiences: 
One  was  an  audience  of  liberal  Jews  who  are 
ready  and  willing  to  deal  with  the  issues  rais¬ 
ed  by  the  book.  By  liberal  Jews,  I  mean  Re¬ 
form  and  Reconstructionist  and  some  Con¬ 
servative  Jews.  The  other  primary  audience 
was  lesbian  and  gay  Jews  —  ourselves.  For 
me,  it  was  pretty  difficult  to  say  one  was 
more  important  than  the  other,  but  we  did 
want  to  gather  writings  that  were  accessible 
to  both  audiences. 

Andy:  And  particularly  accessible  to  the  first 
who  aren’t  going  to  read  gay/lesbian  publi¬ 
cations,  who  aren’t  going  to  be  moved  by 
writing  that  has  lot  of  assumptions  and  jar¬ 
gon  that  they  don’t  connect  with.  Some  of 
the  initial  response  to  the  book  has  been  that 
these  people  have  been  reached  and  they  feel 
this  book  is  for  them. 

Gordon:  Tell  me  about  some  of  the  response 
you  have  gotten  either  in  written  reviews  or 
anecdotally. 

Christie:  So  far,  the  book  has  been  reviewed 


Andy  Rose  and  Christie  Balka 


very  warmly  in  several  Jewish  publications. 
Not  necessarily  “liberal”  publications,  but 
the  Jewish  newspaper  of  a  big  city,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  1  had  a  conversation  with  someone 
who  teaches  at  Hebrew  Union  College  who 
wants  to  assign  the  book  next  semester.  We 
know  it’s  been  ordered  by  the  libraries  at  a 
number  of  rabbinical  seminaries.  I  think  this 
book  appears  at  a  watershed  time.  A  lot  of 
groundwork  has  been  done  in  the  last  sever¬ 
al  years  —  particularly,  but  not  exclusively, 
in  the  Reform  movement  —  to  sensitize  its 
members  to  issues  of  homophobia  and 
heterosexism.  This  book  appeared  the  same 
month  the  head  of  the  Reform  movement, 
Alexander  Schindler,  gave  a  major  address 
to  the  Reform  movement  calling  on  the 
membership  to  take  more  seriously  the  task 
of  self-education  on  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 
The  appearance  of  the  book  is  not  unrelated 
to  issues  taking  place  in  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity. 

Andy:  1  was  at  this  convention  of  the 
Reform  movement  about  a  month  ago,  and 
there  were  a  number  of  rabbis  coming  by  to 
buy  the  book  for  their  lesbian  and  gay  sib¬ 
lings.  It  was  in  part  for  their  own  under¬ 
standing,  but  also  to  show  “I  do  care  about 
you,  I  do  think  about  you.  I  think  this  is 
something  that  represents  your  experience.” 
I  wouldn’t  mention  it  if  it  didn’t  happen 
over  and  over  again.  One  of  the  things  we 
try  to  address  in  the  book  is  family  issues, 
family  definition,  what  that  means  historic¬ 
ally  and  mythically  in  the  Jewish  context. 


Gordon:  I  found  the  section  on  family  the 
most  interesting  and  moving.  I  was  speaking 
to  a  friend,  who  reviewed  Twice  Blessed  for 
GCN,  and  she  had  the  opposite  reaction. 
Whereas  I  wanted  more  family  and  less  con¬ 
gregation,  she  was  more  interested  interest¬ 
ed  in  hearing  more  about  the  organized  gay 
and  lesbian  synagogue  movement.  It  re¬ 
minded  me  of  the  Annie  Hall  scene  where 
Woody  Allen  and  Diane  Keaton  are  both  sit¬ 
ting  on  their  respective  shrinks’  couches, 
and  he’s  saying,  “We  never  have  sex  —  only 
once  a  week.”  And  she  says,  “We’re  always 
having  sex  —  once  a  week.” 

Andy:  That’s  the  nature  of  people  respond¬ 
ing  to  anthologies,  (laughter) 

Christie:  I  think  the  heavy  emphasis  on 
family  may  surprise  some  lesbian  and  gay 
readers,  but  it’s  really  reflective  of  an  em¬ 
phasis  in  the  Jewish  community. 

Gordon:  Are  you  in  touch  with  the  diverse 
gay/lesbian  congregations  around  the  coun¬ 
try,  or  just  in  the  cities  where  you  have  liv¬ 
ed? 

Christie:  I’m  not  a  member  of  a  lesbian/gay 
congregation,  although  I  was  in  the  past. 
My  own  connections  to  that  movement  are 
not  terribly  deep.  I  chose  two  years  ago  to 
form  a  congregation  —  with  a  number  of 
lesbians  and  straight  people  —  that  wrote  in¬ 
to  its  charter  a  statement  about  welcoming 
lesbian  and  gay  men  into  the  community 
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and  that  has  been  very  vocal  in  support  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues.  So,  the  lesbian  and 
gay  synagogue  movement  is  not  where  I’m 
currently  living  my  day-to-day  life  as  a  Jew. 

Andy:  It’s  not  my  main  affiliation,  but  I’ve 
had  some  closer  contacts  than  Christie, 
partly  because  of  the  cities  I’ve  lived  in  and 
personal  relationships  that  I  have.  We  have 
an  idea  of  some  of  the  major  congregations 
around  the  country,  and  probably  have 
more  contact  with  them  as  a  result  of  doing 
the  book.  It’s  the  most  visible  network  of 
lesbian  and  gay  Jews  —  but  not  the  only  net¬ 
work.  It’s  not  a  tremendously  huge  move¬ 
ment,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  but  I  think  it’s 
real  important  that  we  include  it  in  the 
book. 

Christie:  That  movement  is  important  to 
what  we’re  trying  to  do  in  the  book.  It’s  im¬ 
portant  historically,  and  it’s  important  in¬ 
stitutionally,  in  terms  of  the  lesbian/gay 
synagogue  movement  being  the  first  group 
of  people  to  challenge  organized  Judaism  to 
deal  with  questions  of  lesbian  and  gay  Jews. 
The  piece  in  the  book  that  discusses  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  synagogue  movement  discusses 
early  activists  going  to  a  Union  of  American 
Hebrew  Congregations  meeting  and  asking 
for  entrance  into  the  Reform  movement, 
probably  15  years  ago.  Were  it  not  for  that 
set  of  relationships,  a  lot  of  what  we’re  do¬ 
ing  right  now  would  be  much  more  difficult. 

Gordon:  Do  I  hear  you  saying  that  the  gay 
and  lesbian  synagogue  movement  is  impor¬ 
tant,  but  perhaps  transitional  and  that  either 
they  will  become  less  important  or  the  focus 
will  become  more  on  established  traditional 
synagogues? 

Christie:  I’m  not  willing  to  make  that  state¬ 
ment.  I  think  it’s  a  choice  that  very  much 
depends  on  personal  inclination.  1  think  for 
some  people  it  has  been  transitional  and  for 
other  people  it  will  always  be  home. 

Andy:  Twice  Blessed  is  a  sign  of  the  fact 
that,  unlike  ten  years  ago,  it  feels  more 
possible  to  go  to  an  [established]  synagogue 
or  Jewish  organization  as  an  out  lesbian  or 
gay  man  and  be  a  whole  person,  a  visible 
person,  and  participate  in  the  life  of  that 
group.  That  didn’t  used  to  be  an  option  as 
much. 

But  I  don’t  know  that  specifically  les¬ 
bian/gay  synagogues  are  going  to  fade. 
What’s  happening  in  a  place  like  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  for  example,  is  that  gay  Jews  are  look¬ 
ing  around  and  seeing  what  else  appeals  to 
them,  and  the  main  lesbian  and  gay  congre¬ 
gation  there  has  become  a  model  of  welcom¬ 
ing  and  inclusivity  so  other  people  who 
aren’t  gay  are  being  attracted  to  it.  It’s  still 
predominantly  gay,  and  will  always  have 
that  focus,  but  it’s  creating  a  model  for  what 
we’re  talking  about  —  organizations  that 
are  able  to  see  diversity  as  a  strength  and  not 
feel  threatened  by  it.  And  it  makes  sense 
that  we’re  the  ones  that  model  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  community. 

Gordon:  I  wonder  about  myself  —  I’m 
somebody  who’s  not  affiliated  with  any 
Jewish  institution  and  who  has  maintained 
—  pretty  happily  —  a  culturally  Jewish,  but 
secular  life.  Is  there  a  role  for  me  in  any  of 
the  gay/lesbian  Jewish  institutions? 

Christie:  My  sense  is  that  some  of  the 
gay/lesbian  congregations  or  groups  are 
more  secularly  oriented  than  others.  My 
sense  is  also,  that  in  small  towns,  people 
tend  to  join  a  group  like  that  for  a  sense  of 
solidarity,  for  cultural  reasons  as  much  as 
for  religious  reasons. 

Andy:  Your  description  of  yourself  applies 
to  a  lot  of  people  who  aren’t  sure  where  they 
fit  into  all  this,  and  I  don’t  know  what  to  tell 
you.  In  a  way,  there  are  really  very  few  or¬ 
ganizational  alternatives  to  the  synagogues. 
There  are  people  who  have  an  informal 
friendship  network  that  does  seders  together 
or  makes  a  date  to  do  chavurah  for  a  while, 
or  they  start  a  political  group  for  a  while. 

Christie:  I  think  the  question  has  to  be  view¬ 
ed  also  in  terms  of  the  larger  context  of  Am¬ 
erican  Jewish  life.  There  was  a  time  when 
people  were  starting  Jewish  community 
centers  or  starting  secular  folk  shuts,  and 
other  alternatives  to  synagogues.  But  at  this 
point  in  time,  the  synagogue  is  really  the 
basic  unit  of  affiliation  in  the  American 
Jewish  community.  It’s  also  true,  paren¬ 


thetically,  that  most  American  Jews  don’t 
belong  to  synagogues.  But  in  terms  of 
what’s  out  there,  other  alternatives  are  not 
flourishing  right  now,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Chavurah  movement. 

Gordon:  As  you  look  at  lesbian/gay  Jews 
around  the  U.S.,  are  you  able  to  find  smaller 
groups  still,  either  something  different  that 
Sephardic  Jews  are  doing,  or  working  class 
Jews  are  doing?  Have  we  been  able  to  create 
such  sub-groups,  or  is  that  still  in  the  future? 

Andy:  Well,  there  have  been  specifically  les¬ 
bian  groups,  definitely.  And  there  have  been 
people  who  have  had  a  more  defined  sense 
of  politics,  or  left  politics.  I  don’t  know  if 
there  are  groups  of  Orthodox  lesbian  and 
gay  Jews,  although  there  may  be  some 
things  going  on  in  New  York. 

Christie:  I  don’t  think  there  are  groups.  Ob¬ 
viously  one  of  the  obstacles  to  forming 
groups  of  Orthodox  gay  and  lesbian  Jews  is 
the  issue  of  coming  out  of  the  closet.  And 
the  fact  that  in  some  ways  Orthodox  or  more 
traditional  Judaism  provides  more  avenues 
for  men  to  daven  [pray]  with  other  men, 
provides  more  social  contexts  for  same-sex 
bonding  than  more  liberal  congregations 
that  are  committed  to  egalitarianism  be¬ 
tween  men  and  women. 

Andy:  Same-sex  contact  is  not  because  of  en¬ 
couragement,  it’s  because  male/female  con¬ 
tact  is  restricted  in  so  many  ways. 

Christie:  Right. 

Andy:  The  other  sub-grouping  I  know  of  is 
the  network  of  lesbian  and  gay  Jews  who 
work  professionally  in  the  Jewish  communi¬ 
ty. 

Christie:  As  rabbis,  cantors,  social  workers, 
educators. 

Andy:  Most  of  them  are  not  out  publicly  on 
their  jobs,  but  they  have  formed  a  network 
to  support  each  other  and  figure  out  strategy 
in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity. 

Christie:  My  sense  of  sub-groups  of  Sephar¬ 
dic  or  working  class  or  disabled  lesbian/gay 
Jews  is  that  there  is  really  a  double  or  a  triple 
stigma  there,  that  the  obstacles  to  coming 
out  in  all  three  communities  are  so  great  that 
it  just  hasn’t  happened  yet.  I  know  working 
class  Jewish  lesbians  who  have  made  contact 
with  one  or  two  other  working  class  Jewish 
lesbians,  and  that  feels  like  a  major  step,  but 
I  don’t  think  there  are  any  organized 
groups. 

Andy:  1  thought  of  one  more,  the  Jewish 
Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors. 
That’s  been  a  group  of  women  who  have 
found  each  other  and  that’s  been  very  im¬ 
portant  for  them. 

Gordon:  In  the  introduction  to  your  book, 
you  point  out  that  gay  and  lesbian  Jews  feel 
“doubly  other”  —  which  I  think  is  a  great 
term  —  marginalized,  both  in  U.S.  culture 
and  in  specifically  Jewish  culture.  Is  there  a 
way  that  we  can  take  that  otherness  and 
bring  it  into  larger  coalition  work?  Have  you 
seen  that  done  successfully,  is  that  some¬ 
thing  either  of  you  have  done? 

Christie:  I’ve  definitely  seen  that  take  place 
in  my  own  congregation,  where  I  think,  be¬ 
cause  of  our  experience  of  otherness,  the  les¬ 
bians  in  the  congregation  have  been  among 
the  first  to  raise  issues  of  sensitivity  to  a 
variety  of  family  arrangements.  We’ve  been 
the  first  to  say,  “Hey,  we  need  to  talk 
publicly  about  interfaith  relationships.” 
We’ve  often  been  the  first  to  say,  “Hey,  we 
should  be  out  there  marching  for  housing. 
We  should  be  in  Washington  at  the  abortion 
march.” 

Andy:  And  to  point  out  disability  issues. 

Christie:  It’s  very  striking  in  my  own  con¬ 
gregation  —  it’s  always  the  lesbians  who  are 
the  first  to  articulate  the  need  to  address  dif¬ 
ference  in  one  way  or  another.  And  the  con¬ 
gregation  really  is  like  a  coalition. 

Andy:  What  we  try  to  convey  in  the  book  is 
that  [because  of  anti-Semitism]  there  is  pain 
and  marginalization,  but  there’s  also 
strength  and  perspective  and  sensitivity.  Not 
to  glorify  being  oppressed,  but  there’s  some¬ 


thing  about  being  able  to  stand  slightly  out¬ 
side  and  see  what  things  look  like.  It’s  a  role 
that  Jews  have  historically  played,  and  some 
people  in  this  country  —  they’ve  forgotten. 
Lesbian  and  gay  Jews  can  play  a  role  among 
other  people,  political  and  otherwise,  and 
continue  to  bring  Jews  back  to  that  — 
because  it’s  a  basic  tenet  of  Judaism  that 
you  were  a  stranger  and  never  forget  that.  A 
whole  sense  of  justice,  a  passionate  sense  of 
justice,  has  to  come  from  that. 

The  way  Christie  and  I  met  was  when  we 
were  co-chairs  of  New  Jewish  Agenda 
together.  It  was  interesting  for  a  group 
(which  has  been  around  for  almost  ten  years 
now)  of  politically  progressive  Jews  that  — 

Christie:  —  that  there  were  a  lot  of  us  [les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men] !  ( laughter ) 

Andy:  There  were  a  lot  of  us  and  there  was  a 
disproportionate  number  of  us  involved  in 
the  leadership.  I  guess  it’s  not  surprising 
that  that’s  where  we  found  ourselves.  For  a 
lot  of  us  it  was  our  first  experience  being  in  a 
gay  and  straight  organization  where  we  were 
visible  and  valued  as  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
There  was  interpersonal  and  political  strug¬ 
gling  along  the  way,  but  basically  [les¬ 
bian/gay  inclusion]  is  part  of  the  organiza¬ 
tional  culture. 

Gordon:  Andy,  as  someone  who  has  done 
AIDS  work  within  the  Jewish  community, 
have  you  seen  changes  in  perceptions  and 
values  and  resources? 

Andy:  Yes,  I  have.  It’s  slow.  Like  just  about 
every  other  community  except  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  community,  response  has  often 
lagged  behind  where  it  should  have  been. 
But  it’s  been  moving  in  the  right  direction; 
there’s  been  interest  and  concern,  but  over 
the  years,  it’s  been  shifting  more  toward 
compassion  and  then  finally,  identification. 

The  big  barrier  in  the  Jewish  community 
—  and  it’s  not  unique  to  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  —  is  people  not  believing  that  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  who  they  define  as  “us.”  This  belief 
that  it’s  not  us,  it’s  not  our  kids,  not  our  rab¬ 
bis,  not  our  teachers.  That  idea  has  in¬ 
evitably  crumbled,  although  because  of  the 
stigma,  people  with  AIDS  and  their  families 
are  not  usually  comfortable  being  complete¬ 
ly  visible  in  the  Jewish  community.  It’s  been 
a  slow  process  raising  consciousness. 

Christie:  As  someone  who  has  not  been  in 
the  trenches  doing  AIDS  work  in  the  Jewish 
community,  I’ve  seen,  paradoxically,  a 
heightened  sensitivity  toward  lesbian  and 
gay  civil  rights  issues  in  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  —  from  the  same  organizations  that 
are  addressing  AIDS.  It  strikes  me  as 
phenomenal  that  you  have  the  head  of  the 
Reform  movement  giving  two  major 
speeches  in  one  year  where  he  not  only  calls 
on  the  community  to  respond  to  AIDS,  but 
calls  on  the  community  to  eradicate 
heterosexism  and  homophobia.  Now,  how 
far  that’s  trickled  down  —  whether  any  of  us 
can  feel  comfortable  just  walking  into  a  con¬ 
gregation  in  any  city  —  is  a  big  question. 
The  answer  is  —  probably  —  we  wouldn’t 
feel  comfortable,  but  at  a  symbolic  levef, 
there’s  been  a  phenomenal  change. 

Andy:  Clearly  AIDS  has  brought  gay/les¬ 
bian  issues  to  the  fore  more  and  it’s 
unbelievable  and  it’s  tragic  that  that’s  what 
it’s  taken.  Again,  it’s  not  just  the  Jewish 
community  we’re  talking  about. 

Gordon:  To  wrap  up,  are  there  major  issues 
on  the  horizon  that  are  going  to  be  affecting 
gay  men  and  lesbians  who  are  Jews  in  the 
decade  ahead? 

Christie:  I  think  there  is  certainly  a  lot  more 
that  needs  to  be  explored  in  print.  I  think 
perspectives  on  sexuality  from  lesbian  and 
gay  Jews  is  a  completely  open  area.  Writing 
and  thinking  about  ethics  in  our  community 
is  another  vast  area  to  be  explored.  The  se¬ 
cond  section  of  our  book  that  deals  with 
historical  interpretation  is  suggestive,  it’s 
only  a  beginning.  We  are  people  steeped  in 
history,  history  is  part  of  our  day-to-day 
consciousness,  and  it  just  strikes  me  that 
there  are  many  texts  to  go  back  and  reex¬ 
amine,  Midrash  [the  collection  of  Jewish 
commentaries  on  the  Torah]  to  go  back  and 
re-examine. 

Andy:  There’s  a  lot  just  under  the  category 
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of  heterosexual  assumptions  that  will  con¬ 
tinually  come  up.  It  will  come  up  in  terms  of 
history  and  in  terms  of  family  issues:  how 
families  are  defined,  if  lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  really  encouraged  and  supported  if  they 
want  to  parent.  This  is  a  big  issue  for  some 
of  us  and  will  continue  to  be  in  the  next 
decade. 

It  was  our  intention  to  include  an  article 
on  gay/lesbian  youth  in  the  book,  but  the 
piece  fell  through.  But  that’s  a  really  impor¬ 
tant  area. 

While  we  talked  mostly  about  the  Jewish 
community,  we  see  this  book  also  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  other  racial,  ethnic,  and  religious 
groups  where  lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
begun  to  make  ourselves  more  visible,  and 
articulate  our  own  issues.  We  see  ourselves 
as  part  of  this  general  trend  for  African 
American  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  speak 
out,  for  Catholic  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
speak  out,  to  really  challenge  and  reclaim 
our  communities  and  not  assume  that  we 
have  to  leave  them  in  order  to  come  out. 

Christie:  We  hope  the  book  will  contribute 
to  a  dialogue  with  other  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  groups  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  It 
strikes  me  that  there’s  still  a  tremendous 
amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  the  lesbian 
and  gay  communities  —  in  heightening  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  Jewish  issues,  or  issues  of  race 
ethnicity. 

Andy:  What  does  it  really  mean  to  be  a 
multi-racial  community?  Not  just  polite, 
not  just  tokenistic,  but  really  to  integrate 
that. 

Christie:  This  is  almost  a  cliche,  but  there 
were  plenty  of  times  during  the  process  of 
editing  this  book  when  I  would  realize  that  a 
major  community  event  was  scheduled  on  a 
Friday  night.  These  kinds  of  issues  need  to 
be  taken  more  seriously  in  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community.  □ 

Gordon  Gottlieb  only  went  to  Sunday 
school  for  four  years,  was  never  bar  mitz- 
vahed,  and  hasn  ’t  been  in  a  synagogue  in 
decades  < except  for  now-defunct  ones  in 
Spain)  and  feels  very  strongly  about  his 
Jewish  identity. 
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that  Burke  is  absolutely  splendid-looking; 
clad,  in  this  scene,  in  a  marvelous  lilac- 
peignoir  with  lavish  marabou  trim,  she 
makes  any  speculation  that  she  can  no 
longer  be  proud  of  her  appearance  com¬ 
pletely  absurd. 

The  turning  point  for  Suzanne  comes 
when,  stopping  by  Sugarbaker’s  before  the 
reunion  dinner  dance,  she  meets  a  little  boy 
from  Ethiopia  whose  family  was  killed  by 
famine  and  who  is  on  a  tour  against  hunger. 
She  asks  to  shake  his  hand  and  he  tells  her 
she’s  pretty  (with  perfect  truth;  in  this  scene 
she’s  wearing  a  black  and  dark  rose  beaded 
gown  and  is  a  knock-out).  When  she  goes  to 
the  dinner  she’s  presented  with  a  trophy  tor 
being  the  “most  changed.”  In  a  graceful 
and  dignified  speech,  she  gently  turns  this 
spiteful  gesture  against  the  ones  who  made 
it.  "I  guess  maybe  I  deserve  this  award,”  she 
tells  them, 

bui  not  for  the  reason  you  think.  Last 
night  I  got  my  feelings  hurt  because  I  came 
to  this  reunion  thinking  I  was  beautiful 
and  what  1  found  out  was  that  I’m  fat  — at 
least  you  think  I  am.  But  that’s  not  the  big¬ 
gest  change  in  me.  The  biggest  change  is 
that  the  old  Suzanne  wouldn’t  have  come 
back  here  tonight  —  she  would  just  have 
gotten  thin  before  the  next  reunion  and 
then  she  would  have  gotten  even.  But  I’ma 
litrle  older  and,  I  hope,  a  little  wiser  than 
that  person  used  to  be. 

She  tells  the  group  of  the  little  boy  she 
met,  and  says  that  the  old  Suzanne  wouldn’t 
"have  appreciated  the  absurdity”  of  having 
spent  the  day  worrying  about  having  too 
much  to  eat  w  hen  people  are  dying  of  starv¬ 
ation.  She  tells  the  men  who  wanted  to  know 
her  bra  size  that  she’d  rather  talk  about  her 
heart  "because  it’s  a  little  bigger  than  it  used 
to  be.”  She  forgives  them  for  what  they've 
said,  and  says  she’ll  always  remember  them 
as  the  beautiful  young  girls  and  boys  they 
were  in  high  school.  Finally,  she  thanks 
them  for  the  award,  "number  one,  because  1 
love  trophies,  and  number  two,  because  1 
earned  it.”  There  is  much  about  this  speech 
that  is  moving,  and  Burke  delivers  it 
beautifully  —  I  sobbed  all  through  it  —  but 
of  course  there’s  a  problem  in  linking  fat  too 
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closely  with  too  much  food,  and  in  privileg¬ 
ing  youth  over  age.  But  for  a  primetime  net¬ 
work  show  (and  considering  that  Dixie  Car¬ 
ter,  one  of  the  show’s  stars  as  Julia,  has 
done  commercials  for  Lean  Cuisine  —  “I’m 
in  love  with  a  Lean  Cuisine  lady,”  husband 
Hal  Holbrook  intones  fatuously  as  a  svelte 
Carter  lounges  on  a  sailboat)  this  is  pretty 
good.  Yes,  I  wish  they’d  made  a  stronger 
statement  —  but  this  is  a  start,  and  it  may 
make  some  people  think.  At  least  let’s  hope 
it  shuts  the  tabloids  up.  □ 


IM 
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ing  whether  or  not  federal  legislators  would 
interfere  with  their  newly  won  law.  "You 
never  know  what  these  people  in  Congress 
are  going  to  do,”  said  Daniels.  “They  could 
take  out  ‘sexual  orientation.’  ” 

"I’m  guardedly  optimistic  that  we’ll  be 
okay,”  said  Roger  Doughty,  president  of 
both  GLAA  and  GLATF.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  federal  hate  crimes  bill  passed,  over¬ 
whelmingly  by  the  U.S.  House  and  currently 
awaiting  Senate  action,  left  “sexual  orienta¬ 
tion”  intact. 

"But  I’m  not  taking  anything  for  grant¬ 
ed,”  said  Doughty.  “We’re  in  close  coali¬ 
tion  with  the  national  hate  crimes  coalition 
to  make  sure  they  know  that  local  legislation 
that  tries  to  fulfill  the  same  objectives  as  the 
national  bill  is  going  up  to  the  Hill  [for] 
review.” 

Kevin  Berrill,  director  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s  Anti-Vio¬ 
lence  Project,  said  “I  suppose  Helms  may 
raise  a  stink.  But  I  would  be  surprised  if  the 
Senate  decided  to  take  action. 

“1  don’t  believe  most  of  the  Senate  agrees 
with  his  position  on  the  hate  crimes  bill.  And 
1  think  he’d  get  even  less  support  if  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  meddle  with  D.C.  legislation,” 
he  said. 

Berrill  pointed  to  the  District’s  Human 
Rights  Law,  which  prohibits  discrimination 
based  on  seXual  orientation  in  employment, 
housing,  and  other  areas,  saying  “that’s  still 
intact,  [so]  I  would  think  this  would  be  left 
intact,  too.”  [An  exception  in  the  Human 
Rights  Law  worth  noting  is  Congress’  im¬ 
position  of  the  (Sen.  William)  Armstrong 
Amendment,  which  exempted  religiously- 
affiliated  schools  (notably,  Georgetown 
University)  from  the  ban  on  anti-gay 
discrimination.] 

“I  can’t  recall  anything  in  the  D.C.  law 
that  Congress  would  find  any  reason  to 
meddle  with,”  added  Berrill.  “It’s  a  dif¬ 
ferent  ball-game  when  you’re  talking  about 
a  bill  the  Senate  passes  and  something  D.C. 
City  Council  passes. 

“Sodomy  laws  and  discrimination  by  re¬ 
ligious  institutions  are  one  thing,”  he  said, 
“but  I  think  this  [hate  crimes  law]  is  the  least 
controversial  item  on  our  lesbian  and  gay 
agenda.”  □ 


Rose  parade 

Continued  from  page  I 
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portant  one.  It’s  unfortunate  they  chose  the 
wrong  place  and  time  to  put  it  forward.” 
Veronda  added,  “We  had  to  remove  them 
for  their  safety,  and  for  the  safety  of  the 
people  in  the  parade.” 

“I’d  stop  every  parade  on  every  street  in 
the  country  if  that  would  stop  AIDS,”  Jim 
Jensen,  one  of  those  arrested,  told  GCN. 
“There’s  nothing  sacred  about  driving  dead 
flowers  down  Colorado  Boulevard.”  □ 

A  defense  fund  has  been  established  to 
pay  for  legal  expenses  of  the  arrestees.  Con¬ 
tributions  may  be  sent  to:  SANOE,  c/o 
Thompson,  8205  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  No. 
1-152,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90046. 


Correction 


A  Dec.  12  story  about  the  gay  rights  law  incor¬ 
rectly  identified  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Bar  Association.  GCN  regrets  the  error. 


HEALING  SERVICE 

FOB  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS  •  For  their  families  and  friends  •  For  those  in 
the  healing  professions  •  For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
•  For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
•For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Winter/Spring  1990 


January  9 


February  13 
March  13 
April  10 

April  24 

May  8 
May  22 

June  12 


Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church 

1151  Massachusetts  Avenue  •  Cambridge 

First  Church  Unitarian 
,6  Eliot  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain 

First  Church  Unitarian 
John  Eliot  Square  •  Roxbury 

Cathedral  Church 
of  St.  Paul 

138  Tremont  Street  •  Boston 

The  Church  of  the 
Covenant 

Berkeley  and  Newbury  Streets  •  Boston 

Trinity  Church 
Copley  Square  •  Boston 

The  United  Parish 
in  Brookline 

210  Harvard  Street  •  Brookline 
King’s  Chapel 

School  and  Tremont  Streets  •  Boston 


All  services  at  7:30  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  •  628-7665 
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COUNSELING 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RNO) 

158  Bradford  Street 
Provmcetown  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267  2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porler  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

ALCOHOLfORUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING7TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesblap  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

OR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)6269547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  2668584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629(10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 

ANYTIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 

(617)  567-6736 

Residential  or 

Commercial 

Windows  included! 


ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

LI.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  7367860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186 ’/a  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)8764488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians- 
&  gjy  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HI V/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 Va  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)3561500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed -Sat.  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  4961660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 
HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6867676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY  LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)262-1000,  x  298, 
M-Sat„  12-7 

BETH  WALSH,  C  M  T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 
(617)623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)5365569 


Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  6616089 
lor  Estimate 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)5246822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  4376420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)4461277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TDD  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

Su.  126 


TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  2686866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)3561925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN'S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)497-7200 

Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 

AM.  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


‘Women-only’ 

Continued  from  page  3 

Mary  Daly,  feminist  theologian  and  noted 
advocate  of  women’s  space,  told  GCN 
“women’s  space  is  precious  and  necessary 
to  feminism.  I  support  Mary  [Stockton]  and 
any  decisions  that  she  makes  about  her 
store.”  Daly’s  1973  book  Beyond  God  the 
Father  marked  one  of  the  early  arguments 
for  women-only  organizing,  which  became 
the  dominant  model  for  feminist  work  in  the 
1970s.  In  the  1980s,  Stockton  said,  “It 
seems  like  we  [were]  doing  a  lot  less  women- 
only  work  than  we  used  to.” 

Kavin  said  that  he  does  not  think  that 
women-only,  or  for  that  matter  men-only, 
events  are  “a  good  idea.  If  some  man  in  my 
organization  [Entre  Nous]  came  to  me  and 
said,  ‘let’s  have  a  men’s-only  even’  I  would 
say,  ‘come  on,  it’s  the  ’90s,  we  don’t  do 
things  like  that  anymore.”  Entre  Nous  is  a 
motorcycle/social  club. 

“Even  if  [women-only  organizing]  was 
appropriate  in  the  ’70s  —  and  I’m  not  sure  it 
was  —  it’s  not  appropriate  in  the  ’90s.  You 
can  have  a  private  party,  and  invite  anyone 
you  want,  or  exclude  anyone  you  want.  But 
once  you  get  into  the  public  realm,  then  I  get 
to  say  ‘that’s  not  ok,’  ”  said  Kavin. 

“The  question  is,  who  should  the  burden 
be  on,  women  who  feel  uncomfortable  with 
men  around,  or  me?  I  don’t  think  it  should 
be  on  me,”  he  said. 

Since  passage  of  civil  rights  legislation 
began  in  the  1960s,  there  have  been  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  role  of  civil  rights  laws  in 
guaranteeing  non-discrimination  against 
classes  of  people  they  were  not  written  to 
protect.  Affirmative  action  legislation  has 
been  challenged  as  discriminatory  to  white 
people,  culminating  in  the  Supreme  Court’s 
gutting  of  affirmative  action  laws  this  past 
summer,  and  women’s  music  festivals  have 
been  challenged  as  discriminatory  to  men. 

Gary  Daffin,  gay  man  and  Boston  ac¬ 
tivist,  told  GCN  that  he  thought  it  was  im¬ 
portant  to  protect  anti-discrimination  laws. 
“Having  grown  up  Black  in  the  South 
means  that  I  have  seen  these  laws  work. 
Some  laws  are  good  laws  and  some  laws  are 
bad  laws.  I  don’t  think  that  we  should 
subvert  a  good  law  in  any  way  —  even  for 
us,  or  especially  for  us.” 

Read  Weaver,  another  gay  man  and 
Boston  gay  community  activist,  told  GCN 
that  he  thought  this  was  “a  wonderful  ex- 
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ample  of  the  fatal  flaw  of  liberalism,  that  we 
can  set  up  laws  protecting  everyone,  as  if 
everyone  were  just  the  same.  Sexism  is  not  a 
gender-neutral  term.  If  I  harass  you  on  the 
street,  refuse  to  hire  you,  belittle  your  ac¬ 
complishments,  deny  your  existence  in 
history,  beat  you,  rape  you,  torture  you,  kill 
you,  because  you  are  a  woman,  it’s  sexism. 

“  Despite  all  their  efforts,”  said  Weaver, 
“It’s  just  not  the  case  that  white  able-bodied 
middle-class  men  get  to  claim  everything  as 
their  own.  Being  a  victim  of  sexism  is  one  of 
those  things  we  don’t  get  to  claim.”  □ 

Rally 

Continued  from  page  3 

obtain  the  names  of  those  who  have  tested 
positive  for  the  virus  thought  by  many  to  be 
a  cause  of  AIDS. 

Viitala  said  the  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
showed  up  on  New  Year’s  Eve  were  not 
there  as  an  organized  group.  She  said  the  bar 
had  hired  an  off-duty  police  officer  as  an  ad¬ 
ditional  bouncer  to  beef  up  security,  and 
that  several  Minneapolis  police  officers  had 
stationed  themselves  at  the  gathering  site  for 
the  would-be  demo.  She  said  the  police  were 
“very  cooperative”  throughout  the  evening. 

The  mood  of  those  waiting  for  the  dem¬ 
onstration  to  take  place  was  curious,  said 
Viitala,  with  every  passerby  or  vehicle  being 
viewed  with  suspicion.  She  said  tension  rose 
at  about  11:20  p.m.  (20  minutes  after  the 
demo  was  supposed  to  begin)  when  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  woman  carrying  a  large  sign 
emerged  from  a  car  across  the  street  from 
the  group.  But  the  anxiety  was  quickly 
relieved  when  the  bearer  of  the  sign  turned 
out  to  be  a  local  gay  man  clad  in  a  dress  and 
wig  whose  sign  said  “In  case  of  rapture  this 
wig  will  be  unmanned.”  The  other  side  of 
the  sign  said  “Stop  child  molestation.  Stop 
child  abuse.  Stop  the  breeder  reactors.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Expect 

the  It's 
Unexpected 


MATCH  00  MATE 

For  that  meaninaful 


For  that  meaningful  Relationship 


1-900-820-8017 


DIAL-AH- 


HU 

MALE  BOX  3 

THE  LINE 
DEDICATED  TO 
AMERICAS 
HOTTEST  MEN 
LISTEN  TO 
MESSAGES  LEFT 
BY  HOT 
OR 
ME 
FO 


DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WATTING! 


.  COPYRIGHT '989  REAL  PEOPLE  LED  YOU  MUST  BE  1801DER  PRICES  SUBJECT  TOCHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 


HANGOUT. 


Hang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  “voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


TRY  OUR  D 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


ARCHIVIST 

MLS  to  organize  archives,  library,  manage  files,  and 
design  databases.  Part  time  evenings  and  weekends.  Call 
617-522-5975. _ (25) 


LIFE  IS  TOO  SHORT 

WF  40’s,  witty,  responsible,  generous,  lots  of  varied  in¬ 
terests,  not  into  bar  scene,  heavy  drinking  or  drugs, 
would  like  to  meet  similar  minded  women,  PO  Box 
8083,  JFK  Station,  Boston,  MA  021 14.  (26) 


ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy;  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  M A  02186,  1-800-356-0909, _ (43) 


TUMBLEWEED 

SWF  37  looking  for  that  stylish  fern  25  to  40  who  like 
dogs  music  cuddly  nights  and  passion.  Living  on  Cape 
Cod  a  definite  plus.  Send  picture.  GCN  Box  379  (25) 


PART  TIME  WORK 

GCN  staff  member  seeks  10-15  hours  of  work  per  week. 
Need  some  extra  help  around  the  office?  I  can  work 
Saturdays,  some  mornings  or  evenings.  Contact 
Margaret  at  426-4469. 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


WANTED 


To  The  Spiker  —  My  life  has  never  been  so  worth  living. 
Since  you’ve  been  with  me  I'm  the  world's  happiest 
dyke.  Love,  Kanga. _ (25) 


TE  ADORO  Ml  AMORO! 

What  a  sabrosa  seven  years  of  bacon  grease  and 
strawberry  jam  —  que  me  gusta!!  Miss  baby,  I'm  gonna 
beso  you  from  your  tippy  toes  to  your  curly  top,  and 
you  can  unwrap  me,  too.  Til  then...  —  Your  Happy 
Jodona.  (25) 


My  darling  muffin:  thanks  for  the  whiz-bang  New 
Year's  fun.  Here's  squinting  at  you.  J-Spot. _ (25) 


Prof  lesbian  45  attrac.,  healthy,  warm,  sincere,  kind, 
loving,  seeks  same  for  possible  long  term  relationship 
loves  home,  animals,  poetry,  shows,  music,  walks,  com¬ 
mit!.,  loyalty,  honesty,  good  sense  of  humor  a  must,  old 
fash.  Love  first  sex  after.  Reply  P.O.  Box  576, 
Sioneham  MA  02180.  (25) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAl  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 


ROBERT  TAYLOR,  UD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


FUCK  BUDDY/1ES  WANTED 

28  year  old  big,  burly,  bearded  grizzly  looking  for  other 
bears  to  maul  me!  Facial/body  hair,  brains  a  plus!  Send 
sleazy  response  to  GCN  Box  372.  Photos  answered  first. 

(25) 


NO  STRINGS... 

But  ropes  are  a  definite  possibility!  Send  this  GM  your 
photo  and  phone  number  and  we’ll  get  together  and  do 
what  comes  naturally  and  otherwise.  Your  philthy  photo 
gets  mine,  GCN  Box  358. _ (25) 


Looking  for  that  steamy  afternoon  or  lust-filled  night? 
Do  you  like  sex  toys,  dirty  talk  or  a  quiet  afternoon  on 
the  beach?  Start  with  a  GCN  personal  and  realize  all  of 
your  fantasies. _ 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


NEW  LOCATION: 
581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Phone 

C617) 

266-26 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


N  N  O  U  N  CEMENTS 


RESEARCH  ON  LESBIAN  BATTERING 

Graduate  student  and  research  partner  giving  paper  at  Toron¬ 
to  American  Culture  Association  Gay  and  Lesbian  Panel 
welcome  personal  experiences/thoughts  on  and  around  the 
issue  of  lesbian  battering.  Anonymity  guaranteed.  Please  tell 
us  if  we  may  quote  your  words.  Reply  GCN  Box  378.  (25) 


BASKETBALL-WOMEN 

Pick-up  on  Wed.  niies  in  Acton.  Experienced  players  only. 
Begin  I  /90.  Call  Amy  at  508/897-7534. _ (25) 


ITAUAN-AM  LESBIANS 

We  are  soliciting  writing  &  art  work  on  our  ethnic  &  sexual 
identity.  Write:  Sinister  Wisdom,  P.O.  Box  3252,  Berkeley, 
CA  94703.  Deadline  2/ 15/90. _ (30) 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 


David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 


Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


{  Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


Max 


FLAMER! 

20  characters 


BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  o(  2S<  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  C  J  HELP  WANTED 

[  j  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  U  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $  . 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


Subtotal  S 


_  Box  service 

1  □  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 
|  □  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

$ 

$ 

Name 

$ 

Address 

|  Subscriptions 

*  □  I  want  to  subscribe! 

1  US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

City 

|  Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

.  L3$15  per  column  inch 
inches x $15 

$ 

State 

Phone  (. 

•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Zip 


Total  $ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice 


‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 


‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Violence  And  Abuse 


are  not  just  straight  problems. 
Lovers  curse  each  other,  get 
beaten  up,  put  each  other 
down,  too.  Your  relationship 
doesn’t  have  to  be  filled  with 
fear  and  frustration . 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


^ umii 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


PUBLIC  EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  is  looking  for  a  staff  person 
to  oversee  educational  publications  and 
events.  Must  be  excellent  writer, 
creative,  and  have  some  experience 
working  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights; 
computer  skills  very  helpful;  legal 
background  helpful,  but  not  necessary. 
Send  resume,  two  writing  samples,  and 
references  by  Jan.  25,  1990  to: 

Paula  L.  Ettelbrick 
Legal  Director 
LI.DEF,  Inc. 

666  Broadway 
New  York,  NY  1  (X)  1 2 
Women  and  people  of  color  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 


PEOPLE 
WITH  AIDS 
NEED  YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing 
health  care  to  people  with  AIDS,  The 
Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 
has  a  unique  opportunity.  Currently, 
we  are  training  Home  Health  Aides 
to  work  specifically  with  people  with 
AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Serve  your  community 
and  provide  personal  care  to  people 
who  need  your  help. 


Flexible  schedule 
Paid  training  provided 
Benefits  available 


Interested  candidates  should  call  Rm 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  (617)  426-7950. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


75  Arlington  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


OFFICE  MANAGER 

The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Service 
Center  is  accepting  applications  for  this 
newly  created,  full-time  position.  The 
salary  range  is  $18,00()-$22,000  depend¬ 
ing  on  benefits.  If  you  are  willing  to 
accept  the  following  challenges: 

—  maintain  community  calendar 

—  coordinate  volunteers 

—  schedule  meeting  space 

—  oversee  day-to-day  operations 

—  and  have  word  processing  skills 
And  you  are:  sensitive,  responsible, 

patient,  assertive,  reasonable,  mature, 
reliable  and  have  a  sepse  of  humor.... 

Please  send  your  resume  by  January 
31,  1990  to: 

The  Center  Search  Committee 
338  Newbury  Street,  2nd  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 
No  phone  calls,  please. 

The  Center  is  an  equal  opportunity 
employer. 


I  found  a  GOLD  MINE. 
508-885-3728,  6-11  p.m. 


Help  me  dig  it. 


Call 

(25) 


SURGEON  —  GEN.  SURG.  or  Colorectal,  BC/BE 
Dynamic  Anorectal  Practice  in  NYC.  Resume  to:  J. 
Lavigne,  Laser  Medical,  7  E.  68lh  St.  NYC,  10021. 
1-800-MD-TUSCH.  (27) 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $2l5/wk.  Weekdays  5-l0pm  $l77/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (38) 


GASTROENTEROLOGIST  —  GEN.  SURG.  or  Col- 
orerclal,  BC/BE  Dynamic  Anorectal  Practice  in  NYC. 
Resume  to:  J.  Lavigne,  Laser  Medical,  7  E.  68th  St. 
NYC,  10021.  1-800-MD-TUSCH. _ (27) 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


SUNNY  BRIGHTON 

Room  and  shared  first  floor  in  quiet  spacious  Victorian 
home  with  professional  lesbian  couple.  Washcr/dryer, 
dishwasher,  near  T.  Rent  $350  or  negotiate  help  with 
houseearc,  errands,  childcare  with  our  16  month  old 
child.  Call  Loraine  254-5929.  (25) 


2  lesbian  roommates  over  30  wanted  for  9  room  house  in 
Bridgewater.  Quiet  neighborhood.  Parking,  yard.  No 
smokers,  or  drinkers  please.  Vegetarian  preferred. 
Available  now:  $350/mlh  plus  utilities.  Cathy  (617) 
282-7227.  (25) 


THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 

Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. 


LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  I  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
Near  T.  Call  522-2332.  _ (25) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  nfws  n  iani  iary  7.n  1q9nr-iPAr.cn 


•  -  < 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 
AD 


□ 


GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


Seeking  LF  or  OM  to  live  with  LF  in  JP.  Large  two 
bedroom  with  washer/dryer  and  much  sun.  Avail. 
2/1/90  for  approx,  four  months,  negot.  $325  ine. 
983-0163  Joan.  (26) 


Room  for  rent:  Two  GWMs  looking  for  same  or  LF  to 
share  Fenway  apartment:  Bright,  Hard-wood  floors, 
near  T/buses.  Us:  reecnt  eollcge  grads.  You:  responsible 
non-smoker.  Kitchen,  cable,  fun  times.  $325  heal  in- 
cluded,  plus  utilities.  Call  after  10  PM.  267-4330.  (25) 


WOBURN 

Female  roommate  wanted,  non-smoker,  must  be  in  a 
12-step  program  $300  a  month.  Includes  all  utilities.  Call 
938-6126.  (26) 


L  seeks  same  for  spacious  sunny  2  bedroom  in  Davis 
Square  $350-plus  util.  Responsible,  neat,  non-smoking 
no  crystal  clinchers.  Available  1/8.  Call  Stephanie 
623-5372. _ _ (26) 


SOMERVILLE 

l.F  household  seeks  LF's,  2BR  in  large  5BR,  convenient 
toT.  walk  to  Harvard,  fireplace,  yard,  porch,  hardwood 
floors,  parking,  pels  negotiable,  $367-plus,  available 
January  or  2/1.  Call  666-9221 .  (26) 


JP  —  .IF  34  plus  independent  cat  seek  roommate,  fur¬ 
nished  room,  mucho  space,  great  view.  Near  Forest  Hills 
and  Arboretum.  Cirad  student  or  commuter  great!  $325. 
524-1793.  (25) 


PORTER  SQUARE 

Male  roommate  wanted.  Reasonable  rent.  Available 
1/1/90.  Call  776-1487. _ (25) 


ACTON  -  NEAR  TRAIN 

Quiet  1.38  with  dog  needs  non-smoking  roommate  for 
big  2BR  Victorian  apartment;  large  yard.  Call  Lissa 
(508)263-2661  w.  (508)635-9803  h.  Keep  trying.  (25) 


A 


PART  M  E  N  T  S 


SOUTH  END  SUBLET 

January  through  April.  1  m gr .  sunny,  warm  (heat  inch)  Ibr. 
furnished.  $450  month  plus  utilities.  Cal)  Bruce  424-1490 
(home)  292-41W5  (work). _  (25) 


SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  smianon'.’  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harsard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-1693  or  lease  message. 


H 


OUSING  WANTED 


CLASSIFIEDS 


H 


OUSING  WANTED 


E 


$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  864-1466. _ (c) 


UBLICATIONS 

ON  OUR  BACKS 


OVERS 


The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


(ex) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  I18G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper^ _ (42) 


Q 


RGAN  IZA  TIONS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.  (15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234  


OR 


SALE 


MUST  SELL  TYPEWRITER 

IBM  Portable.  Memory  Daisy  Wheel  very  adaptable. 
Foreign  lang.  etc....Neato  keen.  Call  Rachelle  232-1643 
or  623-3414.  Instruction  book  included. 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info.  (15.32) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week ! 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ . _ (7) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
-  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 


L  236-1 84& _ 


UBLICATIONS 


HOUSEMATES 

WM  18-35  to  share  3BR  house,  Burlington,  own  room, 
$350.00,  near  Mall,  W/D,  need  car,  call  anytime, 
George  617-273-4196  available  now.  (26) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14.  _ 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1 10, 
Cambridge.  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 

_ (ex) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 


PART-TIME  ROOMATE  WANTED 

LF  seeks  roommate  one-three  nights  per  week  for  cheap 
nice  Central  Square  apartment  near  T.  Must  love  dogs. 
Call  Jenifer  576-6788.  (25) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 


LF  sks  rmale  for  spac  sunny  apt.,  Ashmont  Hill,  5  min. 
to  Red  Line.  Living  rm.,  dining  rrn,  Irpl.  back  deck, 
storage,  wshr/dr.  eoop/indep,  pels  ok.  no  drugs  or  sink. 
$375-plus,  (H)  265-8275,  (W)495-9460. _ (25) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


2GM  need  GM  or  1.F  to  share  luxury  condo  in  Medford. 
Indoor  pool,  racquclball.  sauna,  weighlroom,  washer 
and  dryer.  5  min.  from  T  and  93.  $480  plus  utilities.  Call 
evenings  Mark  or  Bob.  3%  1575  or  Mary  3964180.  (25) 


Friendly,  cooper alive/independent,  feminist  household 
in  Jamaica  Plain  seeks  4th  woman.  Beautiful  home  near 
T  and  pond.  We’re  27-33  vrs,  semi-veg.,  Lesbian  and 
non-lesbian.  $270-plus/mo.  No  pels/smoking.  Avail 
Feb.  1st.  522-7466. _ _  (25) 


URGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be- 
iwccn  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(308)  285  9849.  No  more  pels. _ (25) 


MEDFORD 

1  F  seeks  I.F  to  share  sunny  spacious  house  near  Tufts. 
No  smoking  or  pels.  S4tX)  00  per  month  includes 
utilities.  Quiet  street,  call  396-1074.  Available  1/1/90. 
_ (25) 


21.1*  need  3rd  for  Victorian  in  Newtonville.  '/:  acre  yard 
on  bus  lines.  Share  entire  house.  Your  bdrm  is  entire  3rd 
Hoot  with  ■/!  bath.  $350  plus.  965-0648.  CHEM  FREE 
A  MUST _ (25) 


31  I  s  sock  4ih  lor  sunny  3-floor  house  in  Allsion.  25 
min.  vsalk  10  Harvard  Square.  375-plus.  Available  Dec. 
I  or  sooner  Ywdtn  d.  CaM  783-0734  iT'i 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 


INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors  demists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 


USA  &  CANADA  $10 


NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4  50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 

notes  &  women's  section 


SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4  50;  Alabama  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina  Florida.  Georgia  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi  Missouri.  New  Mexico  Oklahoma  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee  Texas  Virginia 


NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticut.  Oelaware 
District  ot  Columbia  Maine  Maryland.  Massachusetts 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio  Pennsylvania  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont  W  Virginia 


Renaissance  House  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by  lust  class 
mail:  your  name  kept  strictly  conlidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information  send 
stamped  sell  addressed  business  size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  123  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 


Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  maikng  labels! 


Prisoners 


Seeking 

Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


9? 


BOOKS  FOR  WOMEN! 

We  are  an  anti-authoritarian  workers  collective 
and  we  offer  FREE  books  to  women  in  prison. 
We  also  accept  donations  of  books  or  money 
from  non-prisoners.  Write:  Books  For  Prisoners, 
Left  Bank  Books,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle  WA 
98101. 


PARALEGAL/LEGAL  COURSES 

The  Southern  Career  Institute  has 
courses  in  180  prisons  nationwide. 
Some  financial  aid  is  available!  Write 
for  details  to:  SCI  (8189),  PO  Drawer 
2158,  Boca  Raton  FL  33427. 


CHICKEN  DELIGHT! 

Young,  tender,  delicious  and  extremely  sexy  is 
looking  for  a  special  someone  to  share  his  life 
with.  Russell  T.  (Rusty)  HARTSAW, 
21118-175/SHU,  Box  1000,  Lewisburg  PA 
17837. 

Special  to  BOBBIE  LEE!  1  miss  you  and  hope 
you  are  alright.  Take  care  of  yourself,  kid.  Rus¬ 
ty: _ 


HELP!  GO-BETWEEN  NEEDED!!  They  just 
took  my  only  friend  to  another  prison. 
PLEASE,  could  there  be  anyone  to  help  us  get 
in  touch?  The  only  thing  you  need  to  do  is  pass 
our  letters  to  each  other.  Write  me  soon  and  let 
me  know.  I’m  Cuban,  26  years  old.  Thanks  so 
much.  Leonardo  Flores  PALOMO,  04059-131, 
3901  Klein  Blvd,  Lompoc  CA  93436. 


Open  Gay  (all  the  way)  looking  for  a  friend 
and/or  one  and  only  lover.  Please  write.  Jeff 
SWANN,  38650,  Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502. 


Lonely  GM,  33,  would  like  to  write  older  gay 
males  and  Bis,  also  TSs.  Am  not  seeking 
money,  only  friendship.  Can  write  prisoners. 
Mike  HARDIN,  52060,  Rt  1  Box  527, 
Taylorsville  MS  39168. 


Please  if  any  books  are  available  from  your  pro¬ 
gram,  could  you  spare  a  few?  And  I  really  could 
use  someone  to  correspond  to.  It’s  almost  a 
need  to  keep  in  touch  with  someone  out  there. 
Thank  you.  Roy  GOD1NG,  D-70167,  C-12-21 1 , 
Box  409000,  lone  CA  95640.  


REACH  OUT 

I’m  a  gay  man  of  34  years.  I  am  looking  for  so¬ 
meone  who  will  open  up,  reach  out  and  let  us 
share  ourselves  with  each  other.  1  hope  to 
establish  a  lasting  friendship.  Ron  MASER, 
95248,  3001  W,  Hwy  146,  LaGrange  KY  40032. 


CALLING  ALL  EARTH  MEN! 

ME:  TV  Queen,  28  light  years  young;  my  star  is 
Scorpio,  long  wavy  moon  brown  hair,  space 
blue  eyes,  weightless  155  lbs,  Sexy  galaxy  gal 
hoping  to  capture  myself  a  quadro-sexual  earth 
man  of  the  universe.  I  enjoy  quiet  walks  on 
Pluto.  Zap  a  letter  to:  Deedee  GODFREY, 
909602,  PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362 
EARTH. 


WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S..  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  5 1 5  U . S . ,  $18  Canada,  $25/tnslitutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW. 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center.  W'ellseley.  MA 

02181  _ (ex, 


CAT  DtSPtRATELY  NEEDS  HOME 

I've  moved  and  can’t  keep  bet  She’s  at  the  pound  Her  days 
ate  numbered.  She’s  weB-tnuned.  okkt,  friendly,  mlcpeti 
dent,  madly  out dtxirs  cat.  CAB  666-8418.  (261 


NEED  APARTMENT  FAST! 

GCN  Staff  Member  uvicpeiKkiw  jpjnnvn  *uanon 
Mu>i  Ur  ihnp!  I’m  non-iamia  (sjnc4.crs  oik  cas>  jKing  and 
ipponaNc,  to o.  CiB  Nfaigavi  _ 


BLACKJOUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black  /Our  now  available. 
This  bi  annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  S6  plus  $1 
postage  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  lo 
BLACK  OUT.  c  o  NCBLG.  19641  West  Seven  Mile. 
EkcitPii.  Ml  48219 _  (ex. 


I’m  a  26  yr  old  gay  man  who  enjoys  S&M, 
whips  and  chains,  and  well  endowed  men.  I’m 
in  isolation  and  will  be  for  some  time.  Looking 
for  someone  to  be  a  slave  to.  Ron 
THOMLISON,  1197,  2500  Westgate, 
Pendleton  OR  97801. 


30  yr  old  GM  wishes  to  write  to  anyone  out 
there.  Just  want  to  be  friends.  Love  music, 
reading,  law  work  (I’m  an  inmate  paralegal 
here). If  1  can  help  anyone  with  any  legal  work, 
just  feel  free  to  write.  Johnny  HALL,  PO  Box 
137,  Tillery  NC  27887. 


Strong  minded  Texan  invites  letters  from  the 


"I 

Gay  Community.  Would  be  glad  to  share  your 
paper  with  others  here  in  the  unit.  Delbert  Louis 
BOWMAN,  263702,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Tennessee 
Colony  TX  75861. 


GM  seeking  correspondence  from  caring  GMs. 
Brown  hair,  brown  eyes.  I  care.  ‘Sexy’.  Dennis 
Gene  LOWRY,  852193,  MN  492,  1150  SW 
Allapatlah  Rd,  Indiantown  FI  34956. 


Intelligent,  sensitive,  attractive  GM  wants  to 
establish  correspondence  with  a  person  of 
understanding.  If  you  need  a  friend,  so  do  I. 
Ricardo  (Rick)  GALLO,  PO  Box  1989-23128, 
Ely  NV  89301. 


Bisexual  male,  33,  shoulder  length  brown  hair 
and  auburn  beard,  enjoy  safe  sex  (am  horny 
right  now  in  fact,  so  write  now!)  James  Rodney 
CODY,  257061,  Box  520  (E-6-5wtng),  Walla 
Walla  WA  99362. 


I’m  looking  for  a  sincere  and  loyal  relationship. 
I’m  27,  small  built,  Sagilarious,  love  sports,  ac¬ 
tive,  hardworking.  David  NUETZEL, 
A -0777 80,  Box  747,  Starke  FL  32091. 


’m  an  OPEN  GM,  25,  looking  for  friendship 
and/or  love.  1  go  for  older  men  between  35  and 
45.  Please  write  me.  1  go  by  ‘Pepsi’.  Jeff 
SWANN,  38650,  Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502. 


1  am  a  28  yr  old  bisexual.  My  interests  include 
criminal  law,  meditation,  and  crocheting. 
Friendship  is  desired.  All  letters  will  be 
answered.  Timothy  GRIFFIN,  101962,  Box 
747,  Starke  FL  32091 , 


I‘m  35,  look  25,  I’m  told.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  anyone  in  the  free  world.  Can’t  write 
prisoners.  1  spend  most  of  my  time  trying  to 
enlighten  my  fellow  inmates  on  the  high  risk  of 
AIDS  infection  by  carrying  on  like  we  once  did. 
It’s  maddening.  But  I’ve  safed  a  few.  Jeffrey 
TOWNSEND,  24813-048,  Box  1000,  Lewisburg 
PA  17837. 


Dyke  Queen,  tits,  wants  to  exchange  letters, 
poems,  photos  with  bi  females,  SM  dykes,  mus¬ 
cle  women,  other  dykes.  Can’t  write  prisoners 
directly;  must  ‘triangle’.  Leather,  Lace  &  Porn. 
Miss  you  Mr.  Marine.  Chi  Chi  CONTRERAS, 
C45857,  Box  29,  Represa  CA  9567  E 


Gay  man  looking  for  companionship  with  other 
gay  men.  Charles  James  HENDERSON, 
6703 1 1  M-2,  Star  Rt,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


I  would  very  much  like  to  have  my  name  added 

to  your  penpal  listing.  I  like  music,  meeting  gay 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  sharing  some 
understanding  of  our  gayness.  Please  write. 
Samuel  DUNFEE,  075517—394,  1150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 


I  have  1  Vi  yrs  to  go  on  a  sentence  for  drug  and 

bail  jumping  charges.  I  would  like  a  sincere  pen¬ 
pal  to  make  this  time  a  little  easier.  I  start  my 
first  semester  of  college  in  January,  and  am 
presently  in  school  for  welding.  I  really  enjoy 
your  GCN  magazine.  Danny  MEREDITH, 
83982,  Box  128,  Eddyville  KY  42038. 


Greetings!  I’m  25,  bisexual,  and  am  looking  for 

a  friend.  Don’t  want  money  or  headgames.  I’im 
a  nice  sincere  person.  Race  doesn’t  matter  to 
me.  It’s  what’s  in  the  heart  that  counts.  Can’t 
write  other  prisoners.  William  ‘Billy’ 
WALKUP,  EF-203608,  Star  Rt  E-2/A  unit, 
Reidsville  GA  30499.  


I  would  like  to  correspond  with  other  gay  men 
around  the  world.  So  please  put  me  in  touch. 
Tracy  McCRAY,  078943-A-133,  PO  Box  221, 
Raiford  FL  32083.  


My  favorite  hobby  would  be  writing  if  I  had  so¬ 
meone  to  write  to.  I  stay  busy  doing  litigation 
for  other  inmates  and  reading.  Please  place  an 
ad  for  me.  Richard  K.  ALLMON,  Box 
B-37923,  Florence  AZ  85232. 


Hot  wild  and  unrestricted  man  wishes  to  share 

integral  friendship  and  more.  Use  your  Bic  and 
send  a  flick  of  spiritual  amity.  I’ll  make  your 
eyes  twinkle  and  soak  into  your  body  like  the 
morning  rain.  Elbert  PARIS,  76546,  Box  128, 
Eddyville  KY  42038 


The  last  memory  I  can  recall  of  life  out  there  is 

flashing  lights,  bracelets  clicking,  doors  slamm¬ 
ing...  I’m  a  writer  (struggling)  and  I’m  in¬ 
terested  in  a  serious  and  steady  beat  of  com¬ 
munication,  a  mind  more  than  a  body,  for  some 
mental  foreplay.  All  are  welcome  to  respond. 
Howard  FERBER,  87A  7322,  Box  51,  Com¬ 
stock  NY  12821.  


GM  30  looking  for  someone  who  will  not  judge 
me  because  1  am  doing  time.  I  have  14  months 
left.  There  are  24  hundred  people  in  here,  but 
it’s  still  lonely.  Ray  MINER,  189074,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


I’m  25  years  old  and  I’m  half  Indian  and  half 
Italian.  I  like  swimming,  sports,  and  a  good 
time.  I’m  from  Pittsburgh  and  would  like  to 
hear  from  someone,  cause  it’s  lonely  in  here. 
Dominic  McCONNELL,  412280,  Rt  1  Box  150, 
Tenn,  Colony  TX  75861. 

JOHN  BROWNE  has  been  transferred  back  to: 
Coffield  Superseg  A-12,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Tenn. 
Colony  TX  75861.  (Attn:  Rick  Bird  and  Yves) 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 


7  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  The  photographs  of  Berta  A.  Daniels 

will  be  on  exhibit  at  the  Middle  East  Cafe  at  480  Mass. 
Ave.  Thru  1/20.  Opening,  3-Spm.  Info,  354-8238. 
Wheelchair  accessible. 

Somerville  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings  holds  monthly  potluck  and  social  gather¬ 
ing.  71  Union  Square.  6pm.  Lisa,  628-2532  or  Mike, 
628-2643. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA's  monthly  potluck 
will  be  held  at  Ed  and  John’s  house.  6:30pm.  825-3737. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  j.P. 

hold  first  potluck  of  the  new  year.  First  Church  Hall,  6 
Eliot  Street.  4-7pm.  Mike,  327-5669. 

r  • 

8  Monday 

Boston  □  Images,  an  exhibit  by  members  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Artists  at  Mass  Art.  Works  by  Holly  Aloha  Jaynes, 
Greg  Gamer  and  Greg  Stevens.  At  Club  Cafe,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  Opening,  5-7pm. 

9  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Celebration  ’90:  Gay  Games  III  and 
Cultural  Festival  general  meeting  and  registration 
night.  At  the  Twelve,  1270  Boylston  Street.  7:30pm.  Info, 
288-1606. 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series  and  The  Boston 
Living  Center  present  Sexual  Nutrition  Workshop. 
140  Clarendon  Street,  7th  floor.  3pm.  Paul  or  Robb, 
267-0900  to  pre-register. 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Service  for  all  affected  by 
AIDS.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
7:30pm.  628-7665. 

10  Wednesday 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  at  Obsessions  (the  bar). 
Cover  charge  benefits  ACT  UP.  8pm.  523-1224. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  "Women's  Hunger,"  a 
look  at  the  layers  of  women's  oppression  as  they  affect 
our  physical  and  emotional  hungers,  along  with  creative 
ideas  for  healing  ourselves.  WMBR,  88.IFM,  7-8pm. 


1 1  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Group,  a  social  discussion  group,  meets 
at  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury  Street. 
Topic  of  the  week,  "Commitment  in  Relationships.” 

266- 1129. 

Cambridge  □  Mass.  Les/Gay  Bar  Association  holds 
its  winter  quarterly  meeting.  Pound  Hall,  Harvard  Law 
School.  5:30pm.  For  more  info:  Jean  McCray,  725-3562. 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series,  Guided  Imagery 
and  Music:  The  Bonny  Technique,  338  Newbury 
Street.  6-8pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

12  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

13  Saturday 

Brookline  □  Open  Potluck  eeting  of  the  Lesbian,  Gay, 
and  Bisexual  People  in  Medicine  Task  Force  for 
students,  staff,  faculty  and  house  staff  of  the  Boston 
University  Medical  Center.  7:30pm.  Info,  825-7665. 

14  Sunday 

Boston  □  Reception/fundraiser  for  National  Black 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Leadership  event.  Location  to  be  an¬ 
nounced.  2-5pm.  For  more  info,  Charles,  884-2478. 

1 7  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!,  "Reproductive  Rights: 
Part  II."  More  women  of  color  speak  out  from  Brandeis 
Conference  about  reproductive  health.  7-8pm.  WMBR, 
88.IFM. 

18  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley 
St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN: 
617/426-4469. 

19  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Recording  artist,  Sarah  Dash,  performs 
two  shows  at  Indigo,  823  Main  Street.  8  &  1 1  pm. 
497-7200. 

20  Saturday 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Senes.  Sex  and  In¬ 
timacy  Enhancement:  A  workshop  for  gay  male 
couples.  338  Newbury  Street.  lOam-lpm.  Paul  or  Lee  at 

267- 0900  to  pre-register. 


Weekly  events 
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Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-Spm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  meets 
for  worship  and  fellowship  at  131  Cambridge  Street.  7pm. 
437-0420. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  1/8  Women’s  self  defense. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908 . 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  424-7025  or  Ga7,  267-6186. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  UACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 


and  many  other 
artists,  for  two 
performances.  At 
8  &  1 1  pm.  823  Main 
St.,  Cambridge.  Info: 
497-7200. 


Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  1/9  Coming 
out  again.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm. 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7  8:30pm.  1/9 
How  Lesbian  are  You!  The  Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1 1 15. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Friday  19  □ 
Nightstage/ Indigo 
presents  Sarah  Dash, 
whose  long  musical 
career  included  stints 
with  funk  trio  LaBelle 


hindsights 


On  the  road 
with  Safe 
Company 

A  safer  sex  trick-or-treat 
true  story 

By  Steven  Colarusso 

/  you  were  out  and  about  in  Boston  the 
Saturday  night  before  Halloween,  you 
may  have  run  into  a  group  of  black-clad 
young  men  giving  out  bags  of  candy  and 
condoms  to  bad  little  boys  and  girls.  No, 
your  eyes  were  not  deceiving  you.  We  were 
accompanied  by  someone  who  looked  re¬ 
markably  like  Nancy  Sinatra.  And  yes,  you 
heard  right  when  we  asked  what  you  do  in 
bed. 

We  are  members  of  an  AIDS  Action 
Committee  volunteer  group  called  Safe 
Company,  which  was  formed  in  response  to 
a  growing  problem  among  gay  men.  So 
many  messages  about  AIDS  have  included 
the  word  “don’t”  that  many  people  feel 
there’s  nothing  left  to  do  that’s  both  safe 
and  satisfying.  Some  of  us  are  so  tired  and 
bored  with  safer  sex  that  we  are  relapsing  in¬ 
to  unsafe  sex  activity  (see  GCN  Dec.  3, 
1989). 

The  approach  Safe  Company  takes  to  this 
problem  is  novel.  Instead  of  telling  people 
what  not  to  do,  we  help  find  hot  alternatives 
to  unsafe  behavior.  The  idea  is  for  gay  men 
to  help  each  other  continue  to  practice  safer 
sex  by  sharing  the  sexual  expertise  each  of  us 
has  accumulated  over  the  past  eight  years. 
Safe  Company  celebrates  our  sexuality  and 
we  encourage  gay  men,  regardless  of  HIV  or 
A  IDS  status,  to  approach  safer  sex  with  a 
sense  of  adventure  and  of  the  infinite  pos¬ 
sibilities  open  to  us. 

Safe  Company  does  this  wherever  gay 
men  can  be  found,  including,  of  course,  the 
bars.  The  following  is  my  account  of  Safe 
Company’s  Halloween  bar  run.  If  you 


would  like  more  information  about  the 
group,  or  would  like  to  join,  call  Steven  at 
1617)  437-6200,  ext.  234. 


Several  days  before  the  run,  we  gathered 
to  stuff  500  trick-or-treat  bags  with  candy 
corn,  tootsie  rolls,  condoms,  and  a  picture 
of  Batman  and  Robin  in  less-than-full  cos¬ 
tume  expressing  their  pent  up  affection  for 
each  other.  These  would  be  given  out  to  bar 
patrons  for  a  price:  in  exchange  for  a  bag,  he 
or  she  would  have  to  tell  us  his  or  her  favor¬ 
ite  safer  sex  activity. 

The  day  of  the  run,  we  met  at  the  AIDS 
Action  office  at  9:30  p.m.  In  order  to  be 
identifiable,  we  donned  our  Safe  Company 
t-shirts:  black  with  a  white  Safe  Co.  logo  on 
the  front  and  the  words  “SAVE  SEX... 
SAFE  SEX...  Safe  Co.”  on  the  back.  After 
psyching  ourselves  up  to  confront  total 
strangers  with  grim  reality  and  ask  their 
most  personal  secrets,  we  picked  up  our 
Woolworth’s  trick-or-treat  bags  and  off  we 
went. 

On  our  way  into  the  video  bar  Luxor,  we 
were  joined  by  a  Safe  Company  member 


dressed  as  Nancy  Sinatra  with  vinyl  jacket 
and  go-go  boots.  More  than  a  few  heads 
turned  as  we  marched  through  the  club  en 
masse  singing  “These  boots  were  made  for 
walking....”  I  was  nervous  and  feeling 
slightly  intimidated  by  the  huge  crowd  star¬ 
ing  impassively  at  the  1 3  TV  monitors  in  the 
club.  But  oddly  enough,  I  found  that  once 
you  actually  say  hello  to  someone,  even  in 
that  environment,  the  anxiety  dissolves. 
You  realize  that  these  are  just  people,  many 
of  them  bored  and  looking  for  some  kind  of 
happening  to  liven  up  the  evening. 

Well,  we  offered  our  bags  and  asked  our 
questions  and,  lo  and  behold,  they  actually 
told  us  their  favorite  safer  sex  activities. 
Some  people  said  they  liked  cuddling  and 
that  was  cool.  One  guy  said  he  liked  to  sit  on 
his  lover’s  chest  and  jerk  off  on  his  face. 
Another  said  he  liked  to  oil  himself  and  his 
partner  up  with  baby  oil  and  writhe  and 
squirm  together  until  they  were  a  cummy 
sticky  mess.  Others  liked  having  their  nip¬ 
ples  bitten  so  hard  they  were  sore  for  days 
afterward.  Whatever  they  said,  our  response 
was,  “Great,  keep  it  up!” 

One  thing  that  surprised  us  was  how  many 
people  were  into  group  sex  or  sex  in  un¬ 
conventional  locations.  One  man  said  he  lik¬ 
ed  to  rent  porn  videos  and  invite  some 
“buddies”  over  for  a  hot  circle  jerk.  You 
can  be  sure  1  left  my  business  card  with  that 
guy. 

Some  folks  liked  sex  in  the  fresh  air,  un¬ 
der  twinkling  stars  or  warm  sun,  either  in  the 
Fens  or  the  bird  sanctuary.  As  long  as  they 
were  having  safer  sex,  we  accepted  their 
choices.  It  wasn’t  our  place  to  pass  judg¬ 
ment.  Besides,  many  of  us  have  been  there 
at  one  point  or  another. 

The  second  bar  of  the  evening  was  Moon¬ 
shine.  Here  we  found  both  men  and  women 
who  were  friendly  and  full  of  ideas.  One  six 
foot  two  gentleman  said  he  liked  doing  69  — 
standing  up!  “Fine.  Go  for  it.”  One  woman 
said  she  liked  to  masturbate  while  her  girl¬ 
friend  watched.  “All  right!”  Some  people 
simply  said  that  they  liked  to  fuck.  Then  we 
would  ask  what  kind  of  rubbers  they  liked 
best  and  share  experiences. 

Many  people  were  confused  about  the 
relative  safety  of  oral  sex  —  with  and  with¬ 


out  ejaculation.  We  discussed  the  pro’s  and 
con’s,  leaving  it  up  to  them  to  decide  what 
level  of  risk  they  deemed  acceptable. 

Before  we  reached  our  third  and  final  des¬ 
tination  for  the  evening  we  lost  Nancy  Sin¬ 
atra.  She  went  off  with  another  Safe  Co. 
member  who  just  happened  by  in  stiletto 
heels,  a  slinky  red  dress,  and  a  lovely  auburn 
wig  that  matched  his  moustache.  They  took 
some  trick-or-treat  bags  and  spread  the  fun 
to  a  private  party  in  Cambridge.  Batman 
and  Robin  were  very  popular  there,  I  hear. 

Those  of  us  who  were  left  headed  for 
Buddies,  where  we  teased  the  staff  and 
worked  the  crowd  into  a  frenzy.  Well,  may¬ 
be  not  quite  a  frenzy,  but  we  got  their  atten¬ 
tion,  for  a  little  while  anyway.  That’s  an 
achievement  late  in  the  evening  when  people 
are  into  heavy  cruising,  drinking,  and  at¬ 
titude.  But  we  made  some  friends,  got  some 
interesting  tricks  for  our  treats,  and  had  a 
lot  of  fun  in  the  process. 

Practicing  safer  sex  consistently  is  tough. 
But  we  can  make  it  a  lot  easier  if  we  help 
each  other  by  sharing  safer  sex  ideas.  That’s 
what  Safe  Company  is  all  about.  But  we 
have  a  selfish  reason,  too. 

We  like  sex.  We  like  to  talk  about  sex. 
And  we  especially  like  to  hear  other  people’s 
ideas  and  juicy  stories.  SAFE  COMPANY: 
We’re  putting  the  sex  back  into  safer  sex.  □ 

Steven  Colarusso  is  a  29-year-old  brown¬ 
haired,  blue-eyed  male  currently  looking  for 
a  husband  for  a  week  or  so. 

Thanks  to  Aimee  Sands  for  her  help  with 
this  article. 
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